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ADVERTISEMENT. 


TRE following papers have been lately printed 
by order of the Houſe of Commons; but the 


number of thoſe copies being limited, they are 
now reprinted, to meet the convenience of the 
Public at large. 

We have ſtudiouſly avoided aſſiſting any con- 
troverſy on this important ſubject, at a criſis 


when the whole caſe being ſubmitted to parlia- 


mentary inquiry, it has appeared more candid to 


withhold any intermediate diſcuſſion : a motive 


of juſtice and fairneſs which, we truſt, will, 
for the preſent, excuſe us to many of the ableſt 
writers, who have favoured us with obſervations 


on the paſt and preſent circumſtances of India, 
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"oo" 3 poſſeſſion of the zemindary of Benares, 


A 


2 0 the "Honourable Court of Director: of the — 
-_ United Eaſt - India Company. 7 


| Fort Wlan, 20th March, DIY | 


R 3 5 


| I N your letter to the Governot Genetal and | Eoin 


dated the 28th of Auguſt, 1782, you have been 
pleaſed to enter into a latge diſcuſſion of my proeeed- 
ings at Benares, and to appriſe the Board of certain re- 


ſolutions comprehending your judgement upon them, 


Theſe reſolutions, as the immediate cauſe and fubjet 
of my preſent addreſs, I ſhall, to avoid the perplexity 
of frequent and remote reference, hereto ſubjoin : 

That it appears to this Court, that on the deuth 
e of Sujah Dowlah, 1775, a tteaty was made with 
t his ſucceſſor, by which the zemindary of Benates, 


e with its dependencies, was eeded in perpetuity to the : 
_ © Eaſt-India Company: 


% That it appears to this Court, that Rajah cheyt ö 
« Sing was confirmed by the Governot General and - 


< Council of Bengal in the management of che faid 


« zemindary, (ſubject to the ſovereignty of the Com- 
* pany) on his paying a certain tribute, which was 

7 ſettled at Sicca rupees 2, 266, 180 and that the Ben- 
« gl Government pledged itſelf chat the free and un- 


A2 and 


— vb r bi, - 9a 
* 


41 


4 FR its | dependencies, ſhould be confirmed and gua-- 


« ranteed to the Rajah and his heirs for ever, fubject 
« to ſuch tribute, and that no other demand ſhould be 


« made upon him, nor any kind of authority/or juriſ- 
« diction exerciſed within the dominions aſhgned him, 


* ſo long as he 4 to the terms of his engage- 


611 —— 
* That i it appears to ibn "Es that the Governor 


« General and Council did, on the 5th of July, 1775s. | 


4 recommend to Rajah Cheyt Sing to keep up a body 
« of 2000 horſe ; but at the ſame time declared, there 


« ſhould be no obligations upon him to do it: 
4 That it appears to this Court, that Rajah Cheyt 


« Sing performed his engagements with the Company 


in the regular payment of his tribute of Sicca [pr 


Fo 2,266, „„ 
t That it appears to this . . the conduct 4 


4 the Governor General towards the Rajab, whilſt he 


” 2 at Benares, was improper; and that the impri- 


« ſonment of his perſon, thereby diſgracing him in 
4 5 eyes of his ſubjects and others, was unwarrant- 
& able and highly impolitic, and may tend to weaken 

&. the confidence which, the. native princes, of India 


a ought to baye in the juſtice and moderation of the 


” Company s Government.” 3 ET 
1 underſtand that theſe reſolutions were . pub+ 


liſhed, or intended for publication, As they have pro- 
: ceeded from an authority ſo reſpectable, every reader 


of them will naturally, and without heſitation, believe 
that the facts on which they neceſſarily and indiſpen- 
fably depend have been fully eſtabl iſhed ; ; and who are 


the readers? Not the Proprietors alone, whoſe intereſt 
Is immediately concerned in them, and whoſe appro- 
| bation. I am impelled, by every motive of pride and 


, 2 ſolicit, but the whole oy of the Peo-. 


„ C2844 
bis 5 „ 
e : 


ple 


| acquittal, 


C41 


ple of England, whoſe paſſions have been excited on 
the general ſubject of the conduct of their ſervants i in 


- India; and before them I am arraigned, and pre-judged 
.of a violation of the national faith in acts of ſuch com- 


plicated aggravation, that, if they were true, no pu. 
niſhment ſhort of death could atone for the injury 
which the intereſt and credit 25 the ab had ſuſtained 
in them. 

I hope, therefore, I ſhall not be thought to give un- 
5 trouble in calling your attention to a ſubject 


not wholly perſonal, nor to fail in the reſpect 1 in which 


1 have never yet failed, to > your honourable Court, in 
the common delicacies of expreſſion ; ! for 1 cannot ad- 
mit facts, however affirmed, which I know to have no 
exiſtence, and by which my character has been blaſted, 
nor will a ſimple denial or refutation of them be ſuffi- 
cient againſt ſuch a charge, if I can at the ſame time 
appeal to your own knowledge, proved by the evidence 
of your own arguments, and to what your honourable 
Court poſſeſſes of candour for 1 5 firſt e and 


58 7 , 


. The facts 8 or e in terms equal 5 
F in your reſolutions, are as follow: „ 
iſt. That the Bengal Government pledged itſelf that 
the free and uncontrolled poſſeſſion of the zemindary 
of Benares, and its dependencies, ſhould be confirmed 


and guaranteed to the Rajah and his heirs for ever. 


«Ad. That it pledged itſelf that no other demand 


ſhould be made upon him, nor any kind of. authority 


or juriſdiction, exerciſed within the dominions aſſigned | 


him, fo. long as he adbered to the terms 125 "IE En» 


"OO 5 "fe 


+ 1.3»; That the 3 . „ him to o keep 


4 vp. a body of 2000 0 horſe, contrary to the declaration 


"made 


— * 


— EOS er 9" Act aa 
2 apt 


he 
kak" to i by che Governor Genetal and Council; l 


ä pr the. 5th of Ta” 1775, that there ſhould be x no ob- i 


gation on him to do it. | 
Ath. That Rajah Cheyt Sing was bound 7 no other 
engagenients to the Company than for the payment 


. of his tribute of Sicca rupees 2, 266, 180. 


th. That Rajah Cheyt Sing was a native prince of 
India. 
th. The judgement paſſed on 1 my conduct as de- 
Sable from theſe facts is, that it was © improper, 
& unwarrantable, and highly impolitic, and may tend 
*'ro weaken the confidence which the native princes 
& of India ought to have in the juſtice and moderation 


2 * of the Company's. government.” Here I muſt 


crave leave to ſay, that the terms © improper, unwar- 
« rantaþble, and highly impolitic,” are much too gen- 
tle, as deductions from ſuch premiſes; and as every 


| readerof the latter will obviouſly feel, as he reads, the 


deduCtions which inevitably belong to them, I will add, 

that the ſtrict performance of 'ſolemn engagements on 
one part, followed by acts directly ſubverſive of them, 
and by total diſpoſſeſñion, on the other, ſtamps on the 
perpettators of the latter the guilt of the greateſt poſ⸗ 


ble violation of faith and juſtice: 


But this, and every other concluſion from the facts 
adduced in proof of them, will fall, if the facts them- 
ſelves have no exiſtence, I do therefore molt e 8 
and ſolemnly deny their exiſtence. 

I deny that the Bengal Government pledged itſelf, 
that the free and uncontrolled poſſeſſion of the zemin- 
dary of Benares, and its dependencies, ſhould be con- 


8 to the _—_ and his heirs Tor | 


ever, | 
1 deny that the Bengal Government pledged if 


bn demand ſhould be made upon him, nor 
any 


5 


any kind of authority or juriſdiction exerciſed within 
the dominions aſſigned him, fo long as he 9 to 


the terms of his engagements. 
1 deny that I ever required him to keep up A body 


of 2000 horſe, contrary to the declaration made to him 


by the Governor General and Council, on the 5th of 

July, 1775, that there ſhould de. no obligation on him 

to do ĩt. | 

My demand (that i is, the demand of the Boird) was 
not that he ſhould maintain any ſpecific number of 

. korſe, but that the number which he did maintain 

ſhould be * for the defence of the general 
ſtate. 

I deny that Rajah Cheyt Sing was bound by no other 
engagements to the Company than for the payment of 
his tribute of Sicca rupees 2,266, 180. | - 
He was bound by the engagements of Fealty, and 
abſolute obedience to every order of the Government 
which he ſerved. The various and repeated profeſ- 
fions of his letters are proofs. and acknowledgements of 

this conſtruction of his vaſſalage; and his own ca- 
| buleeat, or the inſtrument by which he engaged to 
perform the duties of his zemindary, expreſſes it in the 
acknowledgement of the Company's ſovereignty. | 

I deny that Rajah Cheyt Sing was a native prince of 
India. 

Cheyt Sing i is the foa of 'a collector of the revenue 
| of that province, which his arts, and the misfortunes 
of his maſter, enabled him to convert to a permanent 
and hereditary poſſeſſion. © This man, whom you have 
thus ranked amongſt the princes of India, will be aſto- 
niſhed, when he hears it, at an elevation ſo unlooked 
for, nor leſs at the independent rights which your com- 
mands have aſſigned him — rights which are ſo foreign 
to his conceptions, that I doubt whether he will know ? 


ASS 
: in har language te to affert them, ualels the example A 
which you have thought it conſiſtent with juſtice, how- | 
eyer, oppoſite to policy, to ſhew, of becoming his ad- 
vocates againſt your own intereſts, ſhould inſpire any 
of your own ſervants to be his adviſers and inſtructors. 
FE forbear to detail the proofs of theſe denials : : in 
legal propriety 1 might perhaps claim a diſpenſation 
from it, and require the charges to be proved, not my- 
ſelf diſprove them; but I have already diſproved them 
= in my narrative of my proceedings at Benares, which 
= has been long ſince in your hands, and is, I hope, in in 
= the hands of the Public. To that I think it ſufficient 
to refer, and to point out the ninth and following pages 
of the copy which was printed in Calcutta, for a com- 
plete explanation, and I prefume as complete a demon- 
tration of the mutual relation of Rajah Cheyt Sing, 
the vaſſal and ſubject of the Company, and of the 
Company his ſovereign. 
I be ſubject to which I now proceed, and on which 
I reſt my fulleſt acquittal, is too delicate to admit of 
*. my entering upon it without requeſting your indulgence 
and pardon for whatever may appear offenſive in it, 
and declaring that I ſhould have ſubmitted in ſilence to 
the ſevereſt expreſſions of cenſure which you could 
paſs upon me, had they been no more than expreſſions, 
and applied to real facts; but where the cenſures are 
vot applied to real facts, and are ſuch as ſubſtantially 
=alfect my moral character, I ſhould be myſelf an ac- 
; complice i in the | injury, if I ſuffered the ſlighteſt impu- 
tation to remain, which it was in my power . to 
pc. . 
A breach 0 faich atcelfaily 2 8 and 
g engagements, and can only be conſtrued. fuch 
by che. expreſs terms of thoſe engagements. _ I have 
been guilty of this * crime in my treatment of Rajah | 
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Cheyt Gi. 6r of none; and I may be allowed. to Te: 


© TH ERS 


which; however meant, 1 have a 1 to r be⸗ 
cauſe it impoſes on me the neceſſity of framing the 


terms of the accuſation againſt myſelf, which you have 


not only made, but have ſtated the leading arguments 
to it ſo ſtrongly, that no one who reads theſe can ayoid 
making it, or not know to have been intended. 
But permit me to aſk — May I not preſume, that this 


deviation aroſe from ſomething more than a tenderneſs _ 


for my character or feelings? That it was dictated by a 


conſciouſneſs that no ſuch engagements exiſted ; for if | 
any ſuch did exiſt, why were e they not produced in fup- 


port of the charges ? 

Even the facts which are affirmed in the reſolutions 
are ſuch as muſt depend on ſome evidence; for they 
cannot exiſt independently. If the Bengal Govern- 


ment © pledged itſelf,” its pledge muſt be contained ii | 


the written lpſtruments, which were expreffly formed 
and declared to define the reciprocal telation and obli« 
gation of the Rajah and the Company. 

I be reſolutions of your honourable Court; as they 

ſtand unconnected in their original ſtate, muſt be a9. 

cepted as the concluſions from eertain and eſtabliſheft 


evidence; and this evidence, I. muſt preſume, you 


meant to produce i in the lang proceſs of detailed argu- 
ment which precedes them in your general letter. This 
conſiſts of pieced extracts from opinions delivered by 


me in the debates in Council, which not only preceded. | 


the ſettlement made with the Rajah Cheyt Sing, when 
his zemindary beeame the property of the Company 
but, ſtrange as it will appear, which paſſed on an occas, 
fion FORT foreign to it, and at a time when the Com- 


= pany 
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pany bad not el the ceſſion of the zem indaty. 
At the point of the ſettlement your detail ſtops; had it 
proceeded, it muſt have exhibited the conditions of the 
ſettlement, which would have contradicted every fact 
Which you have aſſerted, and every man of candour 
will believe, that this was the only reaſon why it did 
not proceed; for why are my ſpeculative opinions on 
the claim made upon the Nabob Aſſof ul Dowlah to the 
ceſſion of the zemindary of Benares, which I thought | 
an infringement of a treaty already ſubſiſting with him, 
and upon the mode by which we ſhould allow Rajah 
Cheyt Sing to exerciſe the management of his zemin- 
dary, when it had become the property of the Com- 
pany, quoted in evidence againſt me, when the actual 
deeds which conveyed-to Cheyt Sing his poſſeſſion of i 
the zemindary, and all the conditions on which he held f 
it, were the only criteria by which my conduct towards 
him could be tried? The debates from which my opi- 
nions are extracted, are ſo voluminous, and my ſhare in 
them bears ſo large a proportion, that it would take up 
much time and argument to prove what I could prove, 
that in their collective and relative ſenſe they are per- 
fectiy conſiſtent, ſo far as they can apply at all to my 
ſubſequent conduct; but were it otherwiſe, they were 
not to be made the rules of my conduct; and God for- 
bid that every expreſſion, dictated by the impulſe of 
preſent emergency, and unpremeditatedly uttered in the 
heat of party contention, ſhould impoſe upon me the 
obligation of a fixed principle, and be . to every 
variable occaſion. 

The wiſdom of the Legiſlature has declared, that the 
whole collective body of the Governor General and 
Council ſhall be bound by the opinions of the majo- 


rity ; but the doctrine implied in your quotation of my | . 


opinion. is the reverſe gf that obligation, if my opinions 


Were 


T 11 3 
were not conformable to thoſe of a majority of the 
Board; and if they were, the acts of the Board, formed 
on ſuch concurrent opinions, ought to be quoted as the 
rules of my conduct, not che e which only, led 
to them. 
Having ſolemnly pronounced that Rajah cheyt sing 
had performed his engagements with the Company, 
and that my conduct toward him was © improper and 
e unwarrantable,” you proceed to ſay, that © ſuch far- 
cc ther reſolutions as you may think proper to come to 
« on this important ſubject will be communicated to 
ce us by a future conveyance.” This I cannot other- 
wiſe underſtand than as an indication of your intention 
to order the reſtoration of Rajah Cheyt Sing to the ze- 
mindary of Benares: it will be expected, after the 
judgement which you have paſſed, as an act of indiſ- 
penſable juſtice; and whenever this promiſſory decla- 
ration is made public, as it muſt be, if not already 
known, what may have been expected will be regarded 
as a certainty, If any thing were wanting but the ex- 
preſs notification of your intention to confirm it, the re- 
call of Mr. Markham, who was known to be the public 
agenr of my own nomination at Benares, and the re-ap- 
pointment of Mr. Francis Fowke, by your order, con- 
tained in the ſame letter, would place it beyond a 
doubt. T his order has been obeyed ; and whenever 
you ſhall be pleaſed to order the reſtoration of Cheyt 
Sing, I will venture to promiſe the ſame ready and exact 
ſubmiſſion i in the other members of your Council. 
Of the conſequences of ſuch a policy I forbear to 
fpeak. Moſt happily, the wretch whoſe hopes may be 
excited by the appearances in his favour, is ill qualified 
to avail himſelf of them, and the force which is ſtationed 
in the province of Benares is ſufficient to ſuppreſs any 
ſymptoms of internal ſedition; but it cannot fail to 
create diſtruſt and ſuſpenſe in the minds both of the 


. 
lens and af the people, and ſuch a tate i is abrays pro 
| ductive of diſorder. _ 
11 But it is not in this partial e that I — 
1 the effects of your commands; it is in your proclaimed 
= I3ndiſpofition againſt the firſt executiye member of your 
= firſt government in India; it is as well known to the In- 
= - dian world as to the Court of Engliſh Proprietors, that 
the firſt declaragory inſtruments af the diſſolution of my 
Influence, i in the year 1774, were Mr, John Briſtow 
and Mr. Francis Fowke. By your ancient and known 
conſtitution « the Goyernor has been ever held forth and 
underſtood ta poſſeſz the oſtenſible powers of Govern; 
ment; all the correſpondence with foreign Princes is 
conducted i in his name; and every perſon reſident with 
them for the management c of your political, concerns 
underſtood to be more ef] pecially his repreſentatiye, my 
Ff his choice : and fuch opght to be the rule ; for how 
otherwiſe can they truſt an agent! nominated againſt the 
will of his principal? or how, knowing | him to act t under 
the variable inſtructions of a temporary influence, « or the 
caſual « dictates of a majority, can they rely on the mea- 
- ſures which he may propoſe, and which a ſudden change 
pf influence, always expected in a deviation from con: 
ſtitutional forms, ma may undo, and ſubject them, in every 
inſtance of t their e to a e e 
of affairs? | 


# - * » 


ſeemed 1 to admit of the appointment of Mr. Britton ta 
the refidency of Lucknow, without much diminutior 
of my own influence, I gladly ſeized the occaſion, to. 
ſhew my readineſs to ſubmit to your commands; I pro- 
poſed his nomination ; he was nominated, and declared 
to be the agent, of my own choice. Eyen this effect of 
my caution is defeated by your abſolute command for 


* er, . of me, and with the | 
Ch recen 


# if 4 = . 2 x 


t is 
Fuppofition that I ſhould. be adyerſe to it. I am now 


- wholly deprived of my official powers, both in the pro- 
vince of Oude and in the zemindary of Benares. 


Nor will the evil ſtop at theſe lines. My general in- 


Avence, the effects of which have been happily mani- 
feſted for the ſupport of your inteteſts, is now wholly 


loſt, or wh at may remain of it ſuſtained only by the 
preſcription of long poſſeſſion, and ſomething, perhaps, 
of perſonal attachment, impreſſed by the habary of Fs 
1 intercgurſe, 

I almoſt ſhudder at the refle@tion on what mighthave 
happened, had theſe denunciatipns againſt your own Mi. 
piſter, in favour of a man univerſally conſidered in this 


paxt of the world, as juſtly attainted for his cximes, the 


murderer, of your ſeryants and ſoldiers, and the rebel to 
your authority, arriyed two months earlier. Vou will 
learn by your common diſ patches what difficulties 
Mahdajee Scindia has had to ſurmount in reconciling 


the different members of the Mahratta State to the ra- 


tification, and even-when ratified, to the interchange of 


the treaty coneluded by him in May laſt with this go: 


yernment. I dare to appeal even to your: judgement 
for the reply; ; and to aſk, whether the Miniſters of the 
Peſhwa, poſſeſſing the knowledge of ſuch a circum- 


ſtance, would not have availed themſelves of it to with- 


hold their conſent to the treaty, either claiming to in- 
clude Cheyt Sing as a party in it, or either overtly or 
ſecretly ſupporting his pretenſions, with the view of 
multiplying our difficulties ; or, which is moſt- proba-- 
ble, waiting for the event of that change ip the ſupe- 


rior government of Bengal, which ſuch. ſymptoms por- 
tended, before they precipitated their intereſts in. a con- 


nection with a declining influence, which they might 
obviouſly conclude would render this, with all: its other 


ects, obnoxious to that which ſueceeded itꝰ 


* . „ 
1 , * 
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Their counterpart of the treaty is ratified, and in out 
2 poſſeſſion; and ſuch is the character of the man 
whom we have made our principal and guarantee of 
Ar, that it will inſure us againſt any change of ſentiment 
which might ariſe, from any cauſe, in the breaſts of his 
countrymen. - I am happy in having been the ſole in- 
- Arument of the accompliſhment of ſo great an event. 
It originated in a ſcene of univerſal revolt, encompaſſing 
my own perſon; it began with the immediate ſepara- 
tion of the firſt power of the Mahratta ſtate from the 
: general war, and was followed by the inſtant and general | 
_ eeffation of hoſtilities, in effect by a permanent peace; 
for I have a right now to affirm this, having poſitively 
aſſured you that it would prove ſuch, while the formal 
_ - confirmation of it remained fo long in a ſtate of ſuſ- 
penſe. In every progreſſive ſtate of it, it has met with 
- obſtruQtions' which might have diſcouraged even the 
moſt determined'perſeverance ; in the known indiſpoſi- 


tion of the Preſidency of Bombay; in the calamities of 


the Carnatic; in the alarming interference of the Pre- 
*  fident and Select Committee of Fort St. Geoege, by the 
eraggerated portrait of their affairs in a letter addreſſed 
to our Miniſter, and ſent in circulation through the midſt 
of Decan and Indoſtan, entreating him at all events, and 
with whatever ſacriſices, to precipitate the concluſion 


of the treaty, and fave them from deſtruction; but 


above all, in the vehement exclamations for peace from 
men of every deſcription in Great Britain. To all 


_ © theſe eounteractions I have oppoſed the principle of 


firmneſs and defiance ; and, aided by the peculiat talents 
and warineſs, and incomparable perſeverance, of Mr. 
David Anderſon, I have at length brought my wiſhes 
and yours to their deſtined point. Perhaps, with à leſs 
able Miniſter, I might yet have failed; but even the 
| merits of his ſervices 1 claim as my own; for it was my 
5 cCclkooice 
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choice which called his mind into action, and my confi- 
dence that gave it its beſt exertion. Pardon, honou- 
rable Sirs, this digreſſive exultation ; I cannot ſuppreſs 
the pride which I feel in this ſuc ceſsful achievement 
of a meaſure ſo fortunate for your intereſts and the na- 
tional honour; ; for that pride is the ſource of my zeal ſo 
frequently exerted in your ſupport, and never more 
happily than in thoſe inſtances in which I have departed 
from the preſcribed and beaten path of action, and 
aſſumed a reſponſibility which has too frequently drawn 
on me the moſt pointed effects of your diſpleaſure. 
But however 1 may yield to my private feelings in thus 
enlarging on the ſubject, my motive in introducing, it. 
was immediately connected with its context, and was to 
contraſt the actual ſtate of your political affairs, derived 
from a happier influence, with that which might have 1 
attended an earlier diſſolution of it. 
It is now a complete period of eleven years fince 1 
firſt received the firſt nominal charge of your affairs; 
in the courſe of it I have invariably had to eontend, 
not with ordinary difficulties, but ſuch as moſt unna- 
turally aroſe from the oppoſition of thoſe very powers. 
from which I primarily derived my authority, and 
which were required for the ſupport of it. My exer- 
tions, though applied to an unvaried and conſiſtent line; 
of action, have been occaſional and deſultory; yet I. 
pleaſe myſelf with the hope, that in the annals of your 
dominion, which ſhall be written after the extinction 
of recent prejudices, this term of its adminiſtration 
will appear not the leaſt conducive to the intereſts of ; 
the Company,: nor the leaſt reflective of the honour of 
the Britiſh name; and allow me to ſuggeſt the inſtrue⸗ 
tive reflection of what good might have been done, 
and what evil , had due en been oe ” 
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to that ae elften which has performed ſuch ermi- 
nent and ſubſtantial ſervices without it. : 
Fou, honourable Sirs, can atteſt the patience and 
temper with which I have ſubmitted to all the indig- 
nities which have been heaped upon me in this long 
ſervice. It was the duty of fidelity, which I effen- 
tially: owed to it: it was the return of gratitude, 
| which I owed, even with the ſacrifice of life, had that 
been exacted, to the Company, my original maſters, 
and moſt indulgent patrons. To theſe principles have 
I devoted every private feeling, and perſevered in the 
violent maintenance of my office, becauſe I was con- 
ſeious that I poſſeſſed, in my integrity, and in the ad- 
vantages of local knowledge, thoſe means of diſchar- 
ging the functions of it with credit to myſelf, and 
with advantage to my employers, which might be 
wanting in more ſplendid talents; and becauſe I had 
always a ground of hope that my long ſufferance would 
diſarm the prejudices of my adverſaries, or the rota- 
tion of time produce that concurrence in the criſis of 
your fortune with my own, which might place me in 
the fituation to which I aſpited. In the mean time, 
there was nothing in any actual flate of your affairs 
which could -diſcourage me from the proſecution of 
this plan. There was indeed an interval,' and that of 
ſame duration, in which my auth6rity was wholly de- 
ſtroyed; but another was ſubſtituted in its place, and 
that, though irregular, was armed with the public be- 
lief of an influence inviſibly upholding it, which gave 
it a vigour ſcarce leſs effectual than that of a conſtitu- 
tional power. Beſides, your Government had no ex- 
| ternal dangers to me and diſcover the looſenets of Z 
its compoſition. © 
The cafe is now moſt widely different, —Wike your 
exiſtence was threatened * wars with the moſt for- 
; midable 


J 


EF. 
midable powers of Europe, added to your Indian enes 
mies, and while you confeſſedly owed its preſervation 
to the ſeaſonable and vigorous exertions of this governs 
ment, you choſe that ſeaſon to annihilate its conſtitu- 
tional powers. You annihilated the influence of its 
executive member ; you proclaimed its annihilation z 
you virtually called on his affociates to withdraw their 
ſupport from him, and they have withdrawn it; but you 
have ſubſtiruted no other inſtrument of rule in his ſtead; _ 
unleſs you ſuppoſe that it may exiſt, and can be effec- 
tually exerciſed, in the body of your Council at large; 
| poſſeſſing no power of motion, but an inert ſubmiſſion 


to the letter of your commands ; which, however ne- 


_ .ceſfary.in the wiſe intention of the Legiflature, have 
never yet been applied to the cſtabliſhment of any ori- 
ginal plan or ſyſtem of meaſures ; and ſeldom felt, but 
in inſtances of perſonal favour, or perſonal difpleaſure, 
Dnder ſuch a ſituation, I feel myſelf impelled, by 
the ſame ſpirit which has hitherto animated me, to re- 
tain my poſt againſt all the attempts made to extrude 
me from it, to adopt the contrary line. The ſeafon for 
contention is paſt. The preſent ſtate of affairs is not 
able to bear it. I am morally certain that my ſucceſſor 
in this government, whoever he may be, will. be al- 
lowed to poſſeſs and exerciſe the neceſſary powers of 
his ſtation, with the confidence and ſupport of thoſe 
who by their choice of him will be intereſted in his 
ſucceſs. I am become a burden to the ſeryice, and 
would inſtantly relieve it from the. incumbrance, were 
I not apprehenſive of creating worſe conſequences by 
my abrupt removal from it. Such an act would proba» 
bly. be confidered by Mahdajee Scindia as a deſertion of 
im in the inſtant of his accompliſhment of the treaty, 

and defeat the purpoſes of it, which remain yet to be 


effected by his *geney. I am allo. perſuaded, that it | 
Cc - _ would 
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would be attended with the loſs of the Commander in 
Chief, in whoſe preſence alone I look for the reſtora- 
tion of peace to the Carnatic, which he, perhaps, 
would think too hazardous an undertaking, with no 
other ſupport than that of a broken government. I 
| have now no wiſh remaining, but to ſee the cloſe of 
this calamitous ſcene, and for that I hope a few months 
will be ſufficient. My ſervices may afterwards be ſafely 
withdrawn ; but will ſtill be due, in my conception of 
what I owe to my firſt conſtituents, until they can be 
regularly ſupplied by thoſe of my appointed ſucceſſor, 
or until his ſucceſſion ſhall have been made known, and 
the interval but ſhort for his arrival. 
It therefore remains to perform the duty which 1 

had aſſigned to myſelf as the final purpoſe of this let- 


54 ter, to declare, as I now moſt formally do, that it is 


my defire that you will be pleaſed to obtain the early 
nomination of a perſon to ſucceed me in the govern- 
ment of Fort William ; to declare, that it is my inten-- 
tion to refign your ſervice, as ſoon as I can do it with- 
out prejudice to your affairs, after the allowance of a 
competent time for your choice of a perſon to ſucceed = 
- me; and to declare, that if in the intermediate time 
you ſhall proceed to order the reſtoration of Cheyt Sing 
to the zemindary, from which, by the powers which 1 
legally poſſeſſed, and conceive myſelf legally bound to 
aſſert, againſt any ſubſequent authority to the contrary, 
derived from the ſame common ſource, he was diſpoſ- 
ſeſſed for crimes of the greateſt enormity, and your 
Council ſhall reſolve to execute the order, I will i in- 
flantly give up my ſtation and the ſervice. | 
I 0 theſe declarations, ſuffer me to add this reſerva-. 
tion, that if in the mean time the acts of which I com- 
plain ſhall, on a mature reviſion of them, be revoked, 
and I ſhall find yy poſſeſſed of ſuch a degree of your 

confidence 


confidence as ſhall enable me to ſupport the duties of 
my ſtation, I will continue in it until the peace of all 
your poſſeſſions ſhall be reſtored, or it ſhall be your 
pleaſure to allow me to reſign it. 
x have the honour to be, 
Honourable Sirs, 
Yout moſt obedient, 
And faithful ſervant, - ' 
WARREN HASTINGS. 


P. S. Upon a careful reviſal of what I have written, 
I fear that an expreſſion which I have uſed, reſpecting 
the probable conduct of the Board, in the event of 
orders being received for the reſtoration of Cheyt Sing, 
may be conſtrued as intimating a ſenſe of diffatisfaCtion 
applied to tranſactions already paſt. It is not my in- 
tention to complain of any one, but to vindicate my 
own character, and to ſtate the difficulties of my ſitu- 
ation. Neither do I mean, by excepting one perſon, 
to caſt a cenſure on any others: yet I feel, in my 
eſteem for Mr. Wheler, and in my ſolicitude to avoid, 
even the imputation of reflecting unjuſtly on his con- 
duct, a duty impelling me to declare, that in my expe- 
rience of it, ſince the time that we were firſt in the 
| habits of mutual confidence, it has been fair and ho- 
nourable to myſelf, and zealous to the public; equally. 
free from profeſſion and ſubterfuge ; and his ſupport 
given to me, in every inſtance, equal to whatever claim 
I might have to it, 


Cz - Obfervations 


1 


| Obfervetion on @ Letter to the Court of Dirattors if the 5 
Eaſt- India Company, from Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, 
Governor General of Bengal, dated at Fort William, 
the 20th of March, 1783, interſperſed with ſuch au- 
thentic Documents as tend to ſhew the Grounds upon 
which the Directors eſtabliſhed thetr Reſolutions reſpect- 
ing Mr. Haſtings' Conduct towards Cheyt Sing, the Ra- 
-Jab of Benares. — Printed by Order of the Court x 
Directors, November 19, 1783. | 


At 2 Court of Directors, held on Thurſday, the 18th | 
of July, 1782, 


rr ED, iſt, That it appears to this Court, 
that, on the death of Sujah Dowlah in 1775, a treaty 
was made by his ſucceſſor, by which the zemindary of 
Benares, with its dependencles, was ceded in perpe 
* to the Eaſt-India Company. 

Reſolved, ad, That it appears to this Court, that 
5 Rajah Cheyt Sing was confirmed by the Governor Ge- 
neral and Council of Bengal in the management of the 


aid zemindary, (ſubject to the ſovereignty of the 


Company) on his paying a certain tribute, which was 
ſettled at Sicca rupees 2,266,180 ; and that the Ben- 
gal Government pledged itſelf, that the free and un- 
controlled poſſeſſion of the zemindary of Benares, and 
its dependencies, ſhould be confirmed and guaranteed 
to the Rajah and his heirs for ever, ſubject to ſuch tri- 
bute; and that no other demand ſhould be made upon 
him, nor any kind of authority or juriſdiction exerciſed 
within the dominions affigned him, ſo long as he ad- 
phered to the terms of his engagements, 
Reſolveg pnanimouſly, 3d, That it appears to this 
Court, that the Governor General and Council did, on 
the 5th of July, 1775, recommend to Rajah Cheyt 


Sing 
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: Sing to keep up a body of 2000 horſe, but at the ſame 
time declared there ſhould be no * on him to 
do! it. . 

Reſolved unanimouſly, 4th, That it appears to this 
Court, that Rajah Cheyt Sing performed his engage- 
ments with the Company, in the regular payment of his 
tribute of Sicca rupees, 22,66,180. | 

Reſolved, sth, That it appears to this Court, that 
the conduct of the Governor General towards the Rajah, 
- whilſt he was at Benares, was improper ; and that the 
impriſonment of his perſon, thereby diſgracing him in 
the eyes of his ſubjects and others, was unwarrantable 
and highly impolitic, and may tend to weaken the con- 
fidence which the native Princes of India ought to have 

in the juſtice and moderation of che Company's go- 
vernment. 


n 


OBSERVATIONS, Xc. 


| The Court of Directors having thought proper, af- 
ter the moſt mature deliberation, to come to ſun- 
dry reſolutions reſpecting the conduct of the Go- 
vernor General of Bengal towards Cheyt Sing, 
the Rajah of Benares, the ſame were tranſmitted 
to the Governor General and Council, with ſeveral 
prefatory paragraphs. Theſe reſolutions have 
produced a very extraordinary reply on the part 
of the Governor General, denying, in the moſt 
poſitive terms, the exiſtence of the facts on which 
they were founded. 
As the Governor. General has debris cc to *detail 
c the proofs of theſe. denials,” notwithſtanding his 
apinion, © that + a ſimple denjal of them would not 


2 Viae printed letter, fol, 27, + Ibid, fol 23. 
FER > FOE; c be 
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a 1 ſufficient,” his letter would probably have re- 
mained unnoticed, had not the zeal of his friends, by 
printing and circulating it, foroed it upon the public 
attention a letter calculated to bring contempt as well 
as an odium on the Court of Directors, for their con- 
duct on this occaſion. 1 
This ſtep, taken by Mr. Haſtings' 6 makes it 
neceſſary, in vindication of the conduct of the Court 
of Directors, to bring forward ſuch obſervations as na- 
turally occur on the various aſſertions contained in the 


Governor General's letter, and in order to remove any 


unfavourable impreſſions which it may have more on 
the minds of the Public. 

The printed letter above mentioned is es by 
extracts from the Company's general letter to Bengal, 
dated the 28th of Auguſt, 1782 ; at the concluſion of 
which extracts, is added the following note or memo 

randum : 
The letter from which the foregoing extracts 
t“ were taken was figned by the two Chairs and eleven 

„ Directors.“ = 
It may therefore be proper, before we enter on a 
juſtification of the reſolutions, to which Pert of the... - 
foregoing extracts allude, to ſtate, | 

That, for the 1ft reſolution, there were 22 Wc 

tors againſt * 
Foor the 2d reſolution, there were 15 againſt 
The 3d reſolution paſſed unanimouſly, 
The 4th reſolution, © That Cheyt Sing performed 
| 6 his engagements,” &c. paſſed likewiſe unanimouſly. 
For the 5th reſolution, after the terms of it, reſpec- 


ting the conduct of Mr. Haſtings, had been much ſof« | 


Fre, there were 16 Directors againſt 7. 
28 he n General, in his letter n the 
5 -» faid 


„ 
faid reſolutions, bas expreſſed himſelf in the following 
WOrds : 

« Ideny that the Bengal Geenen pledged itſelf 
e that the free and uncontrolled poſſeſſion of the Ze- 
„„ mindary of Benares, and its dependencies, ſhould 
„ be confirmed and guaranteed | to the Era and his 
« heirs for ever. 

I deny that the Bengal Government dee itſelf 
& that no other demand ſhould- be made upon him, nor 
* auy kind of authority or juriſdiction exerciſed within 
* the dominions aſſigned him, ſo 1 as he adhered to 
ce the terms of his engagements.” 

Rajah Bulwant Sing, the father and rained pre- 
deceſſor of Rajah Cheyt Sing, had rendered great afſiſ- 
tance to the Company in the war between them and the late 
Vizier Sujah Dowlah, Nabob of Oude. U pon the con- 
clufion of that war, General Carnac was, on the rith 
of June, 1765, empowered by the Preſident and Coun- 
cil of Bengal to ſettle certain preliminary articles with 
Sujah Dowlah, one of which was, to ſecure Bulwant 
Sing in the poſſeſſion of his country. And by the 5th arti- 
cle of the definitive treaty concluded by Lord Clive at 
Illahabad, on the 16th of Auguſt following, “ his 
* Highneſs Sujah Dowlah engages, in the moſt ſo- 
e lemn manner, to continue Bulwant Sing in the ze- 
„ mindaries of Benares, Gauzipore, and all thoſe diſ- 
5 trits he poſſeſſed at the time he came oyer to the 
e late Nabob Jaffier Aly Khan and the Engliſh, on 
„condition of his paying the ſame revenue as heretofore.” 

On the death of Bulwant Sing, in Auguſt, 1770, 
his ſon, Cheyt Sing, was, at the recommendation and . 
requeſt of the Preſident and Council of Bengal, in- 


veſted with the government of his father's territories, 


on his giving a nazerannah of 20 lacks of rupees, and 
agreeing 


+. 
agreeing to an increaſe of two lacks and an half in kis 


: al tribute. 


The inſtrument which was delivered to Cheyt Sing 
by the Vizier upon this occaſion, is called a treaty, in 
which are the following words: Excepting what is 
included in the preſent agreement, nothing ſhall ever 
« be demanded of you in future.” — It then concludes, 


. In this, God, and the prophet of God, and the | 


« Koran, are included, that, between us and our joint 


dic paſterity, there will never be a variation herein.” 


The negociation for eſtabliſhing Cheyt Sing in tbe 
zemindary of his father, was carried on by Captain 
(now Colonel) Gabriel Harper. — The following paſ- 


fage, in a letter from him of the 8th of October, 1770, 


to the Preſident and Council of Bengal, giving an ac- 
count thereof, points out the true line of policy which 


ougght to have been followed by thoſe who afterwards 


took the lead in that country : I will leave to the 
«& young Rajah, and others, to acquaint you how I 


, have conducted myſelf; only thus much let me ſay, 


« that I have kept a ſtrict eye not to diminiſb our na- 


©. tio na, Honour, difinterifiedn'ſs, and juſtice ; which I will 
« conclude has had a greater effect in ſecuring to the 


6c Company their vaſt poſſeſſions, ban even the force of 
« their arms, however formidable, could do.” 

The ſettlement of the zemindary in the family of 
Bulwant Sing was deemed of ſuch conſequence to the 
Company's affairs, that the Preſident and Council, in 
their letter to the Court of Directors of the 31ſt of Oc- 
tober, 1770, offer their congratulations in the follow- 
ing words: — & Permit us, honourable Sirs, to con- 


<6 gratulate you on ſo very happy a concluſion of an 


10 event we deem highly important to your intereſt. 


And in their letter to the Court of 24th of December 
following, they ſay, © that Cbeyt * is now FULLY 


2 inveſted 
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te inveſted with the government, to the entire ſati faction of 
& every one, and is conſidered by ihe Vizier as bolding that 
ce country on the ſame terms as bis father, the difference in 


« the revenues excepted.” | | 
The Rajah, by a letter to the Governor, reteived the 


N 5th of November, expreſſed his ſenſe of the obligation 


thus conferred upon him; in the following words : = 


„ The favour of the Engliſh Sirdars is ſuch that I cati- 


e not deſcribe the ſmalleſt particle thereof, and if even 


every hair of my head was a tongue, it would be im · 


« poſſible to expreſs my ſenſe of it.” 

This event happened more than twelve months before 
Mr. Haſtings ſucceeded to the office of Prefident and 
Governor of Bengal; yet he has aſſerted in his printed 
narrative ®, That Cheyt Sing obtained from our in- 
« fluence, exerted by nmfelf, the firſt legal title that his 
t family ever poſſeſſed of property in the land of which 


= he, till then, was only the aumil, atid 6f which he 


ic became the acknowledged zeminder, by a ſunnud 


ct granted to him by the Nabab Sujah Dowlah, at my 


t inſtance, in the month of September, 1773“ 
This ill-grounded aſſertion has been noticed here in 


order to ſhew the neceſſity of a careful examipation of 


the ſeveral poſitive afſertions in the Governor General's 
letter, before a decided opinion be formed of the, con- 


duct of the Directors. 


In the beginning of the year 1773, it was deter- 


mined by the Council of Bengal, that their Preſident, 


Mr. Haſtings, ſhould proceed to Benares, in order to 
obtain a perſonal interview with the Vizier. And in 
their inſtructions to him upon this occaſion, dated 


23d June, 17593, they ſay, © We empowet you to re- 


% neu, on behalf of Rajah Cheyt Sing, the ſtipulation 


NE which was formerly _ with the Viaier in favour 


® a of 
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l his . Rajah Bulwant Sing, in conſideration of. 


« his ſervices to the Company in the year 1764.” 
Mr. Haſtings having executed his commiſſion, he, 
on the 4th of October, reſumed his ſeat at the Board, 
and delivered in a Report of his negotiations. | 
_ = Theſe negociations, ſo far as they relate to Rajah 
Cheyt Sing, are reported in the following words: 
No. 3, is a Perſian copy of a coulnama, or en- 
te gagement, which I obtained from the Vizier, con - 
40 « firming to Rajab Cbeyt Sing and his pofterity, the ſti- 
« pulations formerly made in behalf of his father Bul- | 
« want Sing.—No. 4, is an Engliſh tranſlation of it,— 
« No. 5, a copy of the Vizier's pottah, or rent roll, 
« fixed with Rajah Cheyt Sing for the year 1178 *, 
“ andalluded to in the coulnama.—No. 6, an Engliſh | 
cc tranſlation of the pottah No. 7, the tranſlation of 
& a letter which I wrote to Rajah Cheyt Sing, as 4 
rg 3 aſſurance E* the e in the coul- 


= nama.” 


LL The coulnama was executed in my preſence, and 


„ atteſted by me. The Vizier deſired that the ſtipula- 


& tions made in favour of the Rajah might be exe - 
c cuted in this mode, rather than by an article in the 
«treaty, and it was equally ſatisfufory to the Rajab.— | 
I muſt remark that he had already given the Rajah 
& a coulnama of this tenor, ſoon after the death of 
% Bulwant Sing, through the ſolicitation of Captain 


| 40 Harpur, by the orders of the Select Committe. — 


« He could therefore have no reaſonable plea to refuſe 
c the confirmation of it. Nevertheleſs he ſeemed to 
4 think his former act of ſo little validity, that he 
4 preſſed me, in very earneſt terms, for my conſent 

« that he ſhould di/poſe/s the Rdſob of the forts of Lu- 

66 — and Bidjygur, and take from bim 10 oma f N 

os b as > nts my: ; 


" : rupees 
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* 5 over and above the flipulated rent; and he ſcem- 
< ed greatly diflatisfied at my refuſal. He argued, 
cc that the treaty of Illahabad related to Bulwant Sing 
„„ ſolely, and was never meant to extend to his poſterity. 

« J confeſs the letter of the treaty expreſſes no more, 
e yet I cannot conceive that either the Rajah or Lord 
& Clive, when the treaty was made, could have in- 
«-tended it in that ſenſe. It has certainly been diffe- 
. "C6 rently underſtood, both by the Company and by - this 
« Adminiſtration; and the Vizier himſelf had before 
< put it out of all diſpute by the ſolemn att paſſed in the | 
* Rajab's favour, on his ſucceſſion to the -2emindary. 1 
© am well convinced that the Rajab's inheritance, and 
perhaps his life, are no longer ſafe than while be en- 
© 7oys the Company's protection, Thich is his due BY THE | 
« TIES OF JUSTICE, AND THE QBLIGATIONS OF 
« PUBLIC FAITH ; and which policy enjoins us to af- 
60 ford him ever moſt Hectually. — © His country 7s a 
cc ſtrong barrier to ours, without ſubjecting us to any 
4 expences; and we may depend upon him as a ſure 
« ally, whenever we may ſtand in need of his ſervices.” 


In the tranſlation of the coulnama given by Sujah - 


| Dowlah to Rajah Cheyt Sing, which was laid before 
the Council by Mr, Haſtings, are the following paſ- 
ſages : © Excluſive of the jumma * ſpecified in the 
& cabooleat, no increaſe ſhall ever hereafter be demanded. 
By the word of God, and the holy Koran, and of 
© the bleſſed Imaums, this agreement is made be- 
« tween me and my heirs, and ou and your heirg, and it 
V ſhall never be deviated from.” | £ 
The pottah fixes the tribute at rupees 42 0 2 
and concludes in this manner: ce By the favour of God, 
& there ſhall never be any deviation from this agreement. 
The paper, No. 7, referred to in the betone men. 
| Amount of the eribute, : 
 - "W & tioned 


Tow] 


" tioned Report, which is a tranſlation of a letter from 
Mr. Haſtings to Rajah Cheyt Sing, as a farther aſſu- 
5 ranee of the conditions promiſed in the ura, is 
28 fallows : 
e From the Governor to Rajab Cheyt Sing. 
„ At this time, the Vizier of the empire having 
de given you an agreement under his hand and ſeal, 
e which I haue counter/igned, and alſo affixed my ſeal to, 
ce it is neceſſary, that, conformably thereto, and ac- 
“ cording to the treaty concluded at Allahabad by 
% Lord Clive and the Vizier, feſpecting Rajah Bul- 
* want Sing, your deceaſed father, you, with the 
s greateſt cheerfulneſs, pay to the Vizier the rent. 
thereby eſtablifhed ; in which caſe the Company 
* will always attend to your welfare, and afford you 


e © pheir care and protection; and in the agreement afore- 


. mentioned, there ſhall never be any breach or deviation.” 
* * _ Such was the relation in which Rajah Cheyr Sing 
ſtood to the Company, previous to the ſovereignty of 


175 Benares being transferred to them upon the ſucceſſion 
| pf Aſoph ul Dowlah to the ſubahſhip of Oude. 


Mr. Haſtings' idea that the rights of Cheyt Sing 
were eſtabliſhed ever before the Company were the gua- 
' rantee for the performance of the agreement between im 
an the Vixier, is clearly expreſſed by his refuſal to 
permit the Vizier to diſpoſſeſs the Rajah of the * 
pf Luteefgur and Bidjygur, and to take from him 10 

lacks of rupees over and above the ſtipulated rents. — 
But when Mr. Haſtings, on behalf of the Company, 
: became himſelf the guarantee of a treaty, which con- 


ned the zemindary to Cheyt Sing and his heirs for 
© ever, under a certain fixed tenure, how much more was 


the Companyꝰs protection due to the Rajah *£ by the tien | 
„ juſtice and the obligations of public faith !” = : 
l after the * of Sujah Powlah, and imme - 


ings. 


v.29 J 


(Nately acivathig the transfer of the. ſovereignty of 


\'enares, the Refident at the Court of the new Vizier 
\1 as equally ſenſible of the rights of the Rajab, as ap- 
1 ars by the following extract of a letter from him to 


100 Governor General, dated the 14th of April, 1775. 


I quoted (to the Vizier) the treaty ſubſiſting be- 


* ween the late Vizier and Rajah Cheyt Sing, and 
2 1t.tir beirs reſpectively, of which the Company were 


% he guarantees. So long as the Rajah paid his kiſts 
en they became due, his Excellency, on his part, 
4% cui mot demand either an increaſe of rent or ſums in 
e Awg.“ 6 

Ant: 0 the very eve of the concluſion of the treaty 


with Aleph ul Dowlah, the young Vizier, Mr. Haſtings 
ſtepr in between him and the Rajah to ſhield the latter 


from the "juſt demands of the former, notwithſtanding 
if the nunc had been received from the Rajah, the 
Vizier hu \ proj iſed to pay it lo the Company, in part li. 
quidatio's bis debt. On that occaſion the Rajah wrote 
a letter to Mr . Haſtings, which he received on the 13th 
of May, :77;;, expreſſing his acknowledgements in the 
following werds: © I have been honoured with your 
ce friendly letter, informing me, that, agreeably to my 
« defire, yen have written to the Nabob Aſoph ul 
% Dowlah, : deſiſt from bis demand of fix lacks of rupees 


E in advance.” It concludes, © May the Almighty 


* grant you a long continuance of every bleſſing which 


4 this world can afford for your kindneſs to me on every 


**, occaſion, who have no other dependance but on your 


© favour !??. 


Having thus mern che connection between Rajah 
bert Sing and the Company, previous to the Sove- 
reignty of Benares being transferred to the Engliſh, 
and the unalterable tenure by which he held his zemin- 
dam; under che Vier, it is proper to examine the pro- 

| cCoeedings 


I $7 

eeellings of the Governor General and Council, which 
ted to the treaty with the ſucceſſor of Sujah Dowlah, 

by which that 1 was veſted in the Com- f 

Pan. | 

In doing this, it is impoſſible to RY the fmpls | 
megotiation for obtaining the Sovereignty of the zemin- 
dary from the terms upon which the Rajah was to hold 

it under the Company; for ſo far from the latter ſub- 
ject being, as Mr. Haſtings has aſſerted in his printed 
letter *, „ wholly foreign to the former,” it will be 
ſeen ey: are ſo blended together, that they cannot, nor 

indeed ought not, to be ſeparated. 
The death of Sujah Dowlah happened in he begin · 
ning of February, 1775; and it having been agreed by 
the Bengal Council, on the 13th of February follows 
ing, that a new treaty ſhould be executed with Aſoph 

ul Dowlah, his ſon-and ſucceſſor, the Governor General 
propoſed, That each member of the Board ſhould 
deliver in his ſentiments of the conditions to be re- 
«quired or acceded to for the new treaty ; obſerving, 
that not having himſelf ſufficiently conſidered the 
«- ſubject in the latitude which has been given to it by 

the foregoing reſolutions +, he wiſhes to 8 
what he may have to offer himſelf.” 

Upon which it was Reſolved to adjourn unto the 
ec evening, that every member may pO his ideas 
<-on the ſubject.” _ | 

But how has Mr. Haſtings ſpoken of the * and 

deliberate opinion which he prepared in conſequence of 
the preceding reſolution, when he afterwards ſaw that 
opinion quoted by the Court of Directors? * God 
| _ «forbid (ſays he) that any expreſſion, dictated by the 
= © impulſe of preſent. e, a: we ut 
Fol. 30. 75 
Fol The ener bes auer ves, Vizier. | 
hk > a 
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cc tered in the beat of party contention; fhould impoſe» 
e upon me the obligation of a fixed principle, and be 

* applied to every variable occaſion “.“ ; 

So far from its being the intention of the Board, a 
that their opinion in this buſineſs ſhould be confidered- 
as mere words paſſed in debate, it will be preſently: ' 
ſhewn, that even in this imperfect ſtage of it, they 
defired the attention of the Court of Directors to thoſe 
| very opinions; nor was it poſſible for the Court to con- 
ſider them in any ether light, than as the deliberate» 
ſentiments of each individual member, which were 
hereafter to be ſo modified as to meet the tes con- 
CUrTence. . 

The Board being alle in the evening, the 
members delivered in their ſeparate opinions in writ= 
ing; ſo far as thoſe opinions relate to the province of 
Benares, they are here ſubjoined. 
| » Mr. Francis's Opinion. 

- ©. The zemindary of Benares is to be made de- 
oh pendant as a fief on the united kingdoms of Bengal 
* and Bahar; and the tribute, lately. paid by the 
© Rajah to the Vizier, to be paid to this 3 
„ ment, 5 xx 

YT he preſent Rajah of Digs to be confirmed in 
ce the zemindary, which may be perpetuated in his 
« family, under a fixed annual tribute, and a fixed fine 
at each future inveſtiture; a free trade to be open- 
« ed between theſe provinces and his country. Te 
“ Rajah's authority in his own government to be left free 
and uncontrolled.” | | 
| ; Mr.  Barwell's Opinion. . 85 

co. The independency of Gauzipore on Oude is a 
5 great political object, and ought to be inſiſted on; 
and whatever may be reſolved reſpecting * re- 


a Printed Letter, fol. gre 
6 venue: 


| | * 
| 32 ] a} 
4e venue paid by the Rajah of that country, be 
'& Engliſh government ought not to ſtand in the ſame 
tc relation toit as the late Vizier ; becauſe the country of 
& Benares and Gauzipore is a natural barrier to theſe 
& provinces ; and the Rajah ſhould have the ſtrongeſt 
et ties of intereſt to ſupport our government, in caſe of 
« any future rupture with the Soubab of Oude. To. 
e make this his intereſt, he muſt not be tributary to the 
. Exgliſp government; for from the inſtant he becomes 
C its tributary, from that moment we may expect him 
c to fide againſt us; and by taking advantage of the 
6 troubles and commotions that may ariſe, attempt to 
1 * diſburden himſelf of his pecuniary obligations.” 
| Colonel Monſon's Opinion. 
„We ſhould. require that Cheyt Sing's zemindary 
- © be annexcd to the ſoubahſhip of Bengal, or Bahar, 
= or 6 both.” 
| General Clavering's Opinion. 
e That the zemindary of Benares and Gauzipore 
„ ſhall be held by Cheyt Sing, of the Company, in- 
& ſtead of the Soubah of Oude. | 
The Nabob to relinquiſh to the Company the 
& ſovereignty of Benares and Gauzipore, to be held, 
« as atprefent, by Cheyt Sing, on bis paying bis tribute 
* to the Company. © 
fn order to attach this Rajah to the Company, bis 
tribute * 10 be diminiſhed at heaft three ow of 


8 rupees.” 


7 


Governor General's Odinien. 

5 That the perpetual and independent poſſeſſion of 
© the zemindary of Benares and its dependencies, be 
confirmed and guaranteed to Rajah Cheyt Sing, and 
W . bis heirs for ever; ſubject only to the annual pay- 
1 ment of the revenue hitherto paid to the late 
5 * Vizier, amounting to 9 23,7 14650. 12, to be 
1 1 « diſ- 


20 ORs by the yy 
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| ” diſpoſed of as expreſſed in the following article; 


&« that no other demand be made upon him, either by 


the Nabob of Oude, or this government, nor any 
kind of authority or juriſdifion exerciſed by either, 
« within the dominions aſſigned him. 


| © ad, That an equal partition be made of the re- 


cc venue of the zemindary of Benares, between the 


c Company and the Nabob of Oude; that is to 


6 ſay, that the Rajah ſhall pay monthly to each, 


<« the ſum of rupees 98,823, 2. 9; amounting on 
* the whole, to rupees 23,71, 656. 12, per an- 
„ num; that this participation be expreſſly declared 
5 to be intended as a pledge and acknowledgement 


of the equal relation in which the Rajah and 


6 his ſucceflors are herepller to ſtand to both go- 
c“ vernments.“ | 
The Governor General's obſervations upon his own 


| xn , are as follow : 


Obſervations on the Firſt Propofition. 
© The Rajah of Benares, from the fituation of his 
*© country, which is à frontier both to the provinces of 


Oude and Bahar, may be made a ſerviceable ally to 
e the Company, whenever their affairs ſhall require it. 


de He has always been conſidered in this light, both by 
«© the Company and the ſucceſſive members of the 
& late Council; but to inſure his attachment to the 
% Company, his intereſt muſt be connected with it, 


“ which cannot be better effected, than by freeing him 


& totally from the remains of his preſent vaſſalage, un- 

* der the guarantee and protection of the Com pany; 
« and at the fame time guarding bim againſt any appre- 
& Henſions from this government, BY THUS PLEDGING ITS . 
% FAITH, that no encroact ments ſhall "yr be made on his 


J 
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Obſervations on the Second Propoſition. 

I propoſe this article with ſome reluQtance, as 
« contrary to my idea of the right of the Nabob of 
% Oude, in virtue of his agreement originally formed 
= © between his father and the Company; but it is 
=. © conformable to the principle adopted by the Board, 
= of “ in the reſolutions* paſſed this morning, and may, 
perhaps, be obtained without much oppoſition from 
A ce the Nabob; at the fame time that it contributes to 
. fix the independency of the zemindary of Benares, on 


„ the moſt permanent foundation.” 
- Theſe various written opinions were ca to lis 
for the confideration of the Board. | 
Before it is ſtated what were the final reſolutions of 
the Board upon this important ſubject, it is neceſſary 
to remark, that the eſtabliſhing the independency of the 
Rajah of Benares (whether he was to bold his coun- 
try under the ſovereignty of the Vizier, or the Com- 
pany, or both) was a point in which there was no 
difference of opinion. It was a great political arrange- 
ment. A mere glance at the map will at once ſhew 
the wiſdom of ſuch a policy, and how much it was for 
the good of the Company, to bind the Rajah to their 
intereſts, on conditions that . not to be altered or © 
'varied. 
That all theſe opinions might bu: duly weighed 3 
every member, the Board did not reſume the conſide- 
ration of them till the 3d of March. In the ioterme- 
diate ſpace, the Governor General and Council wrote to 
the Court of Directors on the 24th of February, that 
as the ſubje& then under conſideration was of great 


[ e magnitude and importance, they had choſen to en- 
cer upon it in Council, 217 all the deliberation which 
E it requires.” The ideas of the different mem- 


* Which relate only to the Vizier. - 
| « bers,” 


„ 


tc hers,” (ſay they) „ will appear in the conſultations 
referred to in the margin; they are not given in 
« as concluſive opinions, but as ſentiments ſubje& 
cc to be canvaſſed, modified, and corrected, and tend- 
ing only o throw light on the ſubjef, before the final 


determination of the Board; when that determina- ** 
14 tion takes plaee, you ſhall - be duly adviſed.” Yet 3 
theſe opinions ſo deliberately given, and to which the 0 
attention of the Court of Directors is thus particularlx 


drawn, even before they became final reſolutions, 

are interpreted by Mr. Haſtings, in his letter, as ex- 
preſſions unpremeditatediy uttered. in the heat of party 

* contention*.” And the Board, in their ſubſequent | 
letter to the Court, of the 24th March, ſay, The 
* ſabje&t was agitated in Council with every degree 
* of aitention and circumftantial diſculſon which its con- 
e ſequence demanded.” 

On. the 3d of March, 1775, a8 15 150 before 
.dbſerved, the Board reſumed the confideration of 
the ſeparate minutes delivered in by each member 
on the 13th February. And, among other leading 
-points, relative to the propoſed treaty with the young 
Vizier, the Governor General il propoſed the following 
queſtion : n 


46 Whether i it ſhall be made a condition of the new - : 


<< treaty, that Rajah Cheyt Sing ſhall exerciſe a free and 
independent authority in bis dominions, ſubject only to 
e the payment of his tribute ?” 
Mr. Froncis. Ves. 
Mr. Barwell, Yes. 
Op, Monfon. No, I think not; as I ſee no ad- 
-5© vantage in it for the Company's intereſt. 
Cen. Clavering. Provided he pays his tribute to 


* Fol. 31. 
„ * the 


1 


* dependent. 55 
« The Governor 3 Yes 


Here is a ſolemn reſolution of the de Board, with only 
one diffentient voice, that Rajah Cheyt Sing ſhould 
exerciſe a free and independent authority in his own do- 


minions, ſubje& only to the payment of bis tribute. And 
on the 24th of the ſame month, the Board acquainted 


the Court of Directors with their having reſolved, 
„That the Rajah of Gauzipore ſhould be rendered 
'<« totally independent, and be left to exerciſe a free au- 
e thority in his own dominions, ſubject * to 885 

& payment of his tribute. 

The general terms upon which Cheyt "A Was 
to hold his zemindary, whether under the ſovereignty 
of the Vizier, or the Company, or both, being thus 


ſettled, the next queſtion propoſed * the Governor 


General was as follows: 
6 Whether it ſhall be made an atticleil in 5 odds, 
that, in confideration of the engagements to be en- 
<< tered into by this government, to guarantee the 
e poſfeſſions of the Nabob of Oude, as before reſolv- 
e ed, he ſhall cede and make over to the Company 
* the whole, or any part of the tribute due Toon the 
«© zemindary of Gauzipore ?” 


And the ſeveral members of the Board lis ind . 
155 opinions thereon, it was reſolved, That a de- 


% mand be made (of the Vizier) for the tribute of 
„ Gauzipore, but that it be not conſidered an abſo- 


« ſolute and indiſpenſable article in the negotiation: 


„ with the Nabob. 


On conſultation the 8th March, in entered another | 
miaute of Mr. Francis upon this buſineſs, in ORs is 


i __ 


cc the Dompary; I think he ſhould be rendered is 


1 2 
« In 


| : CH 1 
In agreeing to the propoſed independency of the 
% Rajah of Benares, my meaning was to adhere ſtrict- 
* ly to the 3d paragraph * of my minute of the 13h 
c of February. The zemindary may be perpetuated 
<« in his family, on fixed and unalterable conditions. The 


A 


conditions I propoſed tend to ſecure us a great ac- _ 


cc ceſſion of revenue, without any. acceſſion of terri> 
<< tory. It is highly for his own advantage to be con- 


<< ſidered as a vaſſal of the ſovereign of theſe king-  . 


« doms, holding a great hereditary fief by a faxed 
ce tenure, and acknowledging the Sovereign of Bengt 
4 and Bahar to be his Lord Paramount.” 

At length the new treaty with the Vizier was finally 
ſettled z by the 5th article of which the ſovereignty of 
Benares, and its nn, Was caged 3 in PATIO Rl fo 
the Company. 63 4a 1 

The ſovereignty of nne Ra, thus W to 
| a Company, the Governor General, on the 12th June, 
1775, laid before the Board the following minute and 
obſervations for their confideration, with this preface: 

«© The ſovereignty of the zemindary of Benares, 
* and its dependencies, having been ceded in perpe- 
e tuity to the honourable Company, by the 5th arti- 
cle of the treaty lately formed with the Nabob Aſoph 
< ul Dowlah, it becomes immediately neceflary to de- 
s termine in what manner this right ſhall be exerciſed, 
« and the regular payment of the revenue 111 from 
ve the Rajah ſecured.” _ | 

% The Governor General then moved, that this 
sc ſubject be taken into the conſideration of the Board; 
„ and ſubmits to their correction and approval, the 


<< following plan of ſettlement with Rajah Cheyt Sing, | 


c to be obſerved till the pleaſure of The Company re- 
cc 3 it ſhall be known; declaring his N 


. 


15 * Vide page 20. | 
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K to acquieſe in any other which may be propoſed, 


e on terms by which more effectual proviſion may be 
be made for the intereſt of the Company, without an 
3 ek 1 e on the jaſt rights of the Rajab, or the en- 


gagements actually fubfifting with him.” 


. n the recital of the Governor General's plan of 
ſettlement, it is neceſſary to remark, that though the 


ſovereignty of Cheyt Sing's territoties was removed into 


other hands, yet his known and eftablifhed rights in 


thoſe territories had undergone no change whatever. 


They are here acknowledged to exiſt in as full and 


complete a manner as when the Vizier was his ſove- 
reign, and the ſubſiſting engagements are allowed to 


remain ip full force and virtue. The nature of thoſe 
Juſt rights, and the actual extent of thr/e engagements, 


here recognized by the Governor General, may be aſ- 
certained by the 2 inſtruments already referred to, 


ion put thereon by the Governor 


General, in his ſeveral interferences to prevent more 


being taken hog the * than the amount or his 


tribute. 
But to 8 in the ea [of the Governor Gene- 
cat 8 Propoſitions „ with his obſervations thereon. 


" PROPOSITIONS. 5 oOBSERVATIONs. | 
„ fſt, That Rajah Cheyt Sing There is no queſtion that the 
< ſhall pay into the treaſury of © Rajah can well afford to pay this 
* the honourable Company at proportion of the rents of his ze- 
« Patna, in equal monthly pay- * mindary ; which confifts of as rich 
* ments, the yearly revenue of and well-cultivated a territory as 
22,498,449 Sonaut rupees, being ary difirid, perhaps, of the ſame 
* the ſum ſettled with the late Va- ** exteni in India. The Company 
% hob Sujak Dowwlah, and confirmed © have a clear and indiſputable 
an agreement, executed by the right to this ſum; nor is it likely 
4. fame Nabob, in preſence of the that he will either conteſt i It, or 
200 Prefident of the late Council of © deſire any remiſſion of it. Be- 
1 Fort William, at Benares, under ** fides, the other conditions pro- 


dale the 61h September, 1773.” * poled in this plan will virtually 


prove 


JJC 


PROPOSITIONS, 


* 


E 1 


OBSERVATIONS. 


prove both an augmentation oP 


„his means, and a diminution of 
© his real payments to Govern- 
„ment, as will be ſhewn in the 


- & remarks on the laſt article, It 


* propoſed to receive the pay- 


ment of his rents at Patna, be- 
e cauſe that is the neareſt pro- 
L yincial ſtation, and becauſe it 


+ © would not fruſtrate the inten- 
ions of rendering the Rajah inde - 


„ gendent. If a Refident was ap- 


pointed to receive the money as 
E it became due, at Benares, ſuch 


+ © a Reſident would unavoidably 


«© acquire an influence over the 


<« Rajah, and over his country, 
„ which would in effect render 


s him the maſter of both. This 


„ conſequence might not, per- 
< haps, be brought completely to 
4 paſs without a ſtruggle, and 
many appeals to the Council, 
6 which, in a government con- 
<« ſtituted like this, cannot fail to 
< terminate againſt the Rajah ; 
* and, by the conſtruction to 
&« which his oppoſition to the 
„agent would be liable, might 


eventually draw on him ſeverer 


« 24; That the Rajah ſhall-be 
« empowered to exerciſe a com. 


* plete and uncontrolled authority 


ty over his zemindary, under 


the acknowledged fovereignty 
tt of the Company; in the go 


E rerpnient-of the country depen · 
44 dent 


ce reſtrictions, and end in redu- 
& cing him to the mean and de- 
4 praved ſtate of a mere zemin- 
te gar.“ 

4% 2d, The advantage which the 


% Rajah will receive from theſe - 


& conceſſions, excluſive of the 
4 gratification which his pride 
&« would obtain from the poſſeffrorn 
& of a flate of power and dignity, 
n to any of his 2 
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dent on him; in the collection 


of the revenues; and in the ad- 
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OBSERVATIONS. 
and the ſecurity of his perſon 
and renn from the Com- 
© pany's protection, may be rated 
equal to many lacks of rupees; 
* which, though ſaved to him, 
4 Wi no loſs to the government 


4 0. which he depends; being all 


& articles of inviſible expence in 
« fees to the minlfters and officers 
«of the "Nabob : 3 in the charges 
«of a double eſtabliſiment of 
oh vakeels to both governments; 3 
e in preſents and charges of ac+ 


Sr commodation to the N abob; | 
* during his Tefidence at any 


place within the boundaries of 


4 his zemindary ; in the frauds, 


5 embezzlements, and oppreſſions 
$6 exerciſed 1 in the mint and cut, 


„ wally, "beſides the allowed pro- 


66 fits of thoſe officers ; and the 


© advantages which every man in 


= occaſional power, or in the cre+ 


40 dit of it, might make of the Ras : 


7 jah's known weakneſs, and the 
te dread he ſtood in, both of the 
$6 diſpleaſure of the Nabob, and 
& the ill-will of individuals among 
ce the Englith, who were all con- 
& fidered, either i in their preſent 
<« ſtations or Founetions, or the 


* - & right of ſueceſſion, as members 
of the state of Bengal. It 


© would be ſcarce poſſible tc to enu- 


4 merate all the inconveniences 


to which the Rajah was liable 
< in his former 'fituation;" or to 
< eſtimate the preciſe effect vv hich 


they produced on his revenue, 


* and on the groſs amount of his 
Sign but it may be-eafily 
con: 
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| < ring upon him the power of ap- 


« pointing officers to the charge 
„ee 
* Benares the latter to be ſub- 
to ſuch orders and regula- 
tions 25 the Governor General 


* and Council ſhall at any time 
| CO OS... | 


4 44, That funmuds be granted 


a}T 


OBSERVATIONS. 
* conceived, that both were enor- 


| ' « likely eo leffin .che poſes of 


* Government, inſtead of adding 
to them. 

6« 2d, Theſe offices have been 
44 confidered as marks of ſovereigu 
Go; at leaſt this has ſerved for 
the pretext to withhold them 
from the Rajah, to whom they 
have been a heavy grievance. 
< being held in farm, and exer- 
< ciſed under the authority of a 
„ prince, who had no intereſt in 


. 46 the welfare or caſe of the people, 
“has always been repreſented, as 


« in its obvious tendency it could 
< ſcarce fail to prove, a ſource of 
the worſt corruption and op- 
< preſſion, from which there was 
4 no appeal. If there be any 


T0 s weight in the plea for referring 


& theſe prerogatives to the Com- 
% pany, the grant of them to the 
<< Rajah himſelf, by ſpecial ſun- 


nuds, will be a ſufficient expreſ- 


„ fion of their ſovereignty ; al- 


though the ſolemn renunciation 
* of it, already made by the Na- 
4 bob of Oude, is the beſt and 
6 moſt valid charter under which 


L they have three brigades, and 


$ a full treaſury to aflect it, there 
© is no fear that their rights to it 
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OBSERVATIONS. 
* occafionally become ſo. No 
« alteration ſhould be made in the 
4 weight or alloy of the coin to 
« be debaſed, and the Rajah him- 


3 No hold. bis right to the mint, 


32 on condition. of his faithful ob- 
64 


Crack, in, the mint. are called 
ern, and paß a5 the current 
* coin 5 BO PEN for ons 


to their dates, and paſs under 
< the denomination of ſonauts, or 


8 „ gawker ſhakees, It is in theſe 
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* ſpecies chat the rents are pays 


4 ble to Government; and while 


they continue of equal and pro- 

r per qualities, they may be in- 
6« 1 into circulation in the 

< province of Bahar, without loſs 
© to the Company, and with an 
« advantage \ to. the collections, 
10 But the 


$ rupees be not debaſed; for if 
+ they are, [they will occaſion a 
« by the immediate diſcount on 
them in the treaſury, and by a 


. * falſe currency introduced into 
* the reyenue. 


I rather propoſe this for c 


# fderation than recommend it; 


* ſuch a body « of well-diſciplined 


| „and well-appointed cavalry will 
% give credit to the Rajah, and 


Ars com . 9 
7 K 


2 NIE of theſe rules. By the 
27 cuſtom , of Benares, all rupees 


A, batta, varying 
<« from 2 to 3 


_ greateſt care ought 
> *: therefore. to be taken, that che 
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« bis country.” 
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PROPOSITIONS, 

4 2000 horſe, on ſuch 2 fixed 
40 eſtabliſhment as ſhall be -pre» 
« ſcribed by the Governor Gene- 


and Council; and that when- , 
Lever the ſervice" of this corps 


® ſhall be reduifed by the Govers 


u nor General and Council, it 
* ſhall be configned to the com- a 


« mand of ſuch officer of officers 
« as they ſhall appoirit, and be al. 


EEE 


GssI1v 110 
 caſions will rarely happen in 
&« which we ſhall want it; the ad- 
« ditional pay will make them 
„our own when we do want 
te them, WIE A 


66 pence; 


* lowed from the Company an ad- 


« ditional pay or gratuity of fif- 


teen rupees per month, for each 
private man, and in proportion. 


& for the officers of the ſaid corps, 
« during the time of ſuch ſer- 
66 vice. 8 

* 5th,” That ax the Rajah 
« ſhall continue faithful to theſe 
u engagements, and pundFual in his 
% payments, and 'ſhall pay due 
« obedience to the authority of 
<« this Government, xo more de- 


„ mands Rall be made upon him 


«by the honourable CW oF 


< whatſoever ſhall any perſon be 
<« allowed to interfere with his 


« euthority, or aifturh the peace of 
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« The voluntary teſtraint laid 
« by Government on its on ac- 
tions will afford the Rajah the 
« greateſ confidence, and naturally 
* inſpire him with ſeritiments of _ 
« fidelity and attachment, both 
„from the principles of grati- 
tude and ſelf-intereſt; Without 
« ſome ſuch appearance, he will 
« expect, with every change of 
Government, additional demands 
« to be made upon him; and will, 


« of courſe, deſcend to all the 


+ ment prafiifec by qukar ipphs 


2 res | indigent and Wee 
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016k 2» ibs of his « — Sn the 
„en aon * Company eh open fur 


m_ - | VARIATIONS,” | 
2 g inte was ordered to be Eirculated 
Fan rh 1 far their more attentive 
peruſal and deliberation. © 1 
On the 5th of July, the Board re-conidered the 
Governor General's minute and Plan propoſed for a 
ſettlement with Rajah Cheyr Sing. The 1ſt, ad, and 
ze articles were, with ſome alterations, agreed K. 5 
Upon the Ach article being read, ſeveral opinions 
were delivered in, of which the following are ex- 
tracts: ere 
. 88 I object to. our com elling "the Rajah 
* to 1 an extrabrdinary force for bur ſervice, 
< -conlilering it in effect as an Increaſe of ibe tribute ; 
223 4 contrary to the principles which have 


4 ho [56 he 6.5 


125 ded wy 8 oy the firſt outler of this 


Mr-Barwelt—i 1 am K. opiates. eur ths Rajah 
* pF ren: up ſuck a body of forces; but enter- 
tuin the fame 2 with r. "Francia, reſpec- 
"ting its being 8 an enhancement of kit tribute, and of 
« any degree of compulfion to induce him to do it.” 
- Colonel Monſon. Ie of opinion the Company 


« Mould: receive che 7 affſtance on the ſame 


4 1115 


1 be zen 851 * 19 f 


on N Id got ge the Rajah 
Fr eas recomemend i it to 
ANY the Governor 


2 4 14 


Würger eee 1 5 2 
8 Cor FOR, bn It a . from by intention 
*-40. propoſe 4 vs he ri to be nie on 
31 >, 1 | the 


Terms he gave. ic to the V Viz zier, e . 
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18 


#; the Rajah by comMPULs10N, I only propoſed it as 1 
& article of ſ peculation.“ 
© & Upon Which the Board reſolved, That it be recom- 
15 1 to Rajah Cheyt Sing to keep up a body of 
4 2000 cavalry, to to be diſcip ined after the European 
« manner, but that there b no e on him to 
* at.” : a ; 
There was ſuch a unanimity in the Board re- 
ſpecting che fifth HR of the Governor General's 
propotitions, that all which i is recorded reſpeCting | it is 
in n theſe few words: ; 
e Read the fifth article 3 1 approved the propoſition 
in this article” 
But as this article is the moſt material of the whole, 
a ready excuſe will be made for repeatin $ it in this 
lace. . ... 
A cc Reſolved, That while the Rijah That) continue 
« = faxchrul to theſe engagements, and punctual in his 
& payments, and ſhall pay due obedience to the autho- 
« rity of this government, 10 more demands ſhall be made 


| © upon him, by the honourable Company, of any x1nv 3 


But Mr. Haſtings bh 


© or on any pretence whatſoever ſhall any perſon be 
< allowed #0 interfere with his authori Ys or to difturb 
* thi peace of bis colntry. ay 2 
Such were, in general, che te terms on which Rajah 
Cheyt Sing was to bold "his 2 zerindary, and by a faith- 
ful erg to which, on his part, ” the Company were 
bound to abide by them on ne. n 2 
ſubſequent arrangements were m for afcer- 
8 "the 2 A Td eg of his tribute, which was 
 finafly' ſettled it Sicca rupess 22766, 180, and the royal- 
ties "of "tHe Mint, of the ad! minton of 2 and 
of the police, were afterwards Tettled” upon 
no means leg to 8 2 
that, i in the examinatioh of the I and privileges 
; coo which 


1 * 


the lame 4 er was written to the Revdent, Where=, 


5 1 46 * | 
which were poſſeſſed by the Rajah, any reference ſhould 
be made to the inſtruments which paſſed between him 
and Sujah Dowlah in 1770, and to thoſe of 1773, be- 
tween the Rajah, the Vizier, and the Company, pre- 
vious to the ſovereiguty of Benares being transferred 


to the latter; or to the opinions of the ſevetal members. 


and the reſolutions of the Board in conſequenee, which 
were taken ſubſequent to ſuck transfer; or to tile ſo- 
lemn declarations which were made to the Rajah on his 
inveſtiturec: He wiſhes theſe to be buried in oblivion, 


and only deſires to apply to the deeds which paffed* in 


conſequence of thoſe reſolutions, and has ateordingly . 
pointed nut the qth and following pages of his narra- 
tive, printed in Calcutta, in which reference is made to 
the Sunnud, the Pottah, and the en dated che 


15th of April, 2776. ee i Goc no com? lf 
But before we proceed to ſpeak 1 theſe deeds, every N 


one would naturally ſuppoſe that they contained the 


ſubſtance of the Board's reſolutions, which were to 
ſerve as inſttuctions to thoſe employed in preparing the 


deeds ; atherwiſe the deliberations of the Board were a 


mere ſolemu mockery; or the ſunnuds might as well 


baxve been made out immediately on the treaty being 
concluded with Aſoph ul Dowlah, and che terms of 


theſe ſunnuds left for future Hiſcuſſib rn. 

That it was at one time the intention of the Bbard to 
make the ſunnuds accord witch tkeir o refolutjotis, as 
they ougbe to have done appears evidently fwm the 


following monte of Gummi zt February, 176. 


2 Ondared: ThapthiSecretary de prepare r druff of 
ſeparate ſunnuds for the zemindary and cutwalla of 
Benares and qannporr, aH uf the: mint of Betlares, 
in the ußm form, exprigfing cht conditions alrludy re- 
ſalved on, in tir ſeveral prixtedings of 1639 Board?” On 


in, 


A 


11 


in, after mentioning the terms of the retnittance of the 
Rajah's tribute to Calcutta, they inform him, te that 
„ they have ordered proper ſunnuds to be prepared, 

« ſpecifying the above, 4 well as the ſeveral other 
« conditions which have. already; been agreed to, and ſhall 
« forward it to you to be delivered to the Rajah.“ 
Andi in their letter to the Court of Directors in the ſe- 
cret department of the 2oth of the following month, 
they again explain the terms of the remittance; and ſay, 
« that a ſunnud for his (Cheyt Sing's) zemindary ſhall 
« be furniſhed! him on OW a. 167 P before 


5 « agreed, one” esu bs 


It is therefore plain, not dank ha ee the 
thing, but from the Board's on fenſe of the matter, 
that the written deeds ought to have contained the pre- 
ciſe terms on which it was agreed that Cheyt Sing 
ſhould hold his zemindary; and the reſolutions of the 
Board, and the ſunnud, ſhould have been, as early as 
poſſible, counter-parts:.of esch other. 
I Indeed. it is confeſſed by one of the fembiry of the 
Board (Mr. Francis), that the terms which were orl- 
«© ginally agreed to give the Rajah, and:10bich be con- 
* fented ta, ere mage g r. tenure Y wich be 
. held bis acmimary. D hn ks 
Why, therefore, 9 Abad were nut A0 behförw 
able do che reſolutions p hy they even fell ſhort of the 
ſunnuds granted to the Raja by the Vizier, to which 
the Company was the guarantee, notwithſtanding the 
avowed polieꝝ of the Bengal government, to render him 

more independent. than he e 8 to con- 


„ 
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As the Governor e eee A wi 
3 in ther hands of the puplic, Where the ſunnuds, 
&c. by which Cheyt Sing held: his zemindary, are ſaid 
to be contained, it is neceſſary, in this place, to oom 


43 


pere them wich thoſe held by the Rajah under the. 


1 
It has already been ſeen that Mr. Haftings was he 


guarantee of the former ſunnuds ; and that upon the 
ſovereignty of Benares being transferred to the Com, 
pany it was clearly underſtood, that in the future plan 
of ſettlement with the Rajah, no encroachment was to 
be made on his Jjuf rights, or the engagements * ab 


fiſting with bim. 


In the coulnama given by S Dowlah, in 1773428 ? 
the following words: Ne increaſe Hall ever after be 
& Jemanded.” In the ſunnud given by the Company, 


in 1776, theſe words are emitted. 
In the pottah of 1773, is the following ſentence; 
& By the favour of God, abere ſhall never be any devi: 


ation in this agreement.” In that of 1776, this ſentence 
FA omitted. And the Governor General's letter to Cheyt 
Sing, in 1773, concludes thus: In the agreements 


© before mentioned, there ſhall never be any. breach. or 
ir deviation.” Whether there were any variations in 
the cabooleat, cannot be aſcertained; for if, i in 1773, 
Cbeyt Sing executed ſuch an inf 
; tered on the records. OS 


Having pointed out theſe variations, it is neceſſary "I 


to anſwer an objection, that, to the uninformed, | ſeems 
naturally to ariſe out of the ſubject, viz. That though 


the ſpirit of the ſeveral reſolutions of the Board is not . 


incorporated with the actual deeds, as it ought to have 


been; yet, as Cheyt Sing was ignorant of thoſe reſolu- | 


tions, he was bound by the terms af the ſunnuds, after 


he had accepted them, notwithſtanding their deviatio "= 


from the genuine intent and meaning of be. | 
as expreſſed in thoſe reſolutions. _ 
They who ſuppoſe that theſe ao were con· 


e de eren lim ofthe Council Chamber; 
and 
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1 


and that they remained locked up in the filent repoſi- | 


tories of the other recoris, are much miſtaken. Cheyt 
Sing was fully acquainted with them: And by whom? 


By the Governor "General and Council themſelves. For 


in their inſtruQtions to the Reſident (Mr. Fowke) at the 
Rajah's Court, which were datetl the=qth of Auguſt; 


1775; not much above à month after Tour teſolitions | 


paſſed, are the following words; vie": 1 


* It will be proper to aſſure the Rajah, had & we 4 = 
op 10 1 mean to 1 | Increaſe 25 Wributs,"'b but * eb from 


« Phat Lager: che” cg Srerehneß of -ihe 


es Company, [4 we are derernitnew'ts leave him be free 
e 4 ce ol management 1 of the internal government 
« of bis hi. and the che ee ter d regulation of 
ee the revenues; / Yong” as be adberes lo bebe of bis 
« engagements} ahd will never Arn why ang menlution 
6 of the —— Hizure which may be t 


« As we deem it very ether chen ede Rajukg for 


4 the prote&tibh of his'Zemiitlaty;> Mould mäintin a 
1 body of reghlir troop 8, we would firongly mend 
_ * to him the Keeping in Lönftant Püy Hand read gut all 
times for ſervice, 2000 3 diſcipiaed-anddtoched 
uro peu manner. 
to infift 27005 "#1148." Howeverz as it appears ſo 
 * obvious ks ee intereft, WE doubt not but he will 
= really 8 tir 4Q;1t men des left to bis option 
& to keep 18 cr reduce Hit preſint military eſtabliſh - 
„ ment in cotifeqhefes bnd 2 finducement, we will 
te agree, "hs er de may Rid Gb to ball for the 
ir affiffſc? r in fron patt af ir; we will 
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Meeri, during the n 


e man, and in proportion 
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Governor General himſelf, to Rajah Cheyt Sing, to bo 


delivered to Mr. F ou ke, the Refident, wind his creden- 
_ tials. 


| The following is extrated from it: 
e The Board being willing to continue the grant of 


e the zemindary to you, in as full and ample a manner 


cc as you poſſeſſed it from the former Sovereigns, and upon 


* phe ſame terms, on your paying the annual tribute, &c.” 
This letter alſo mentions, that ſunnuds for the grant 


of the- mint and cutwally would be hereafter tranſmit- 


ted ; and concludes, * the other ſources from which 


ce the Nabob of Oude drew a revenue, will alſo be 


& granted you, that you may poſſeſs an uncontrolled and 
« free authority in the regulation and. e of your 
« own zemindary.” | b 
: It will plainly be ſeen, that theſe letters weie written 
in the very ſpirit of the reſolutions of the Board. 1n- 
deed, thoſe reſolutions were afterwards confidered by 


0 Francis (Conſultation 38th of September, 1778) 


cc the poluntary and fundamental engagements of the go- 


| c vernment 1i/elf. This Board was 9 bound to the 
46 Rajah & certain acts of their wn.” But with regard 
to the original inſtruments which paſſed between the 


Rajah and the Company, it 15 impoſſible to ſay whether 


| 4 they did, or did not, accord with thoſe reſolutions. 


F he deeds which Mr.  Hyſtings has produced in his 


narrative, are dated the 1 Sth of April, 1776, and made 
out in conſequence of the ſovereignty of the mint and 
| cutwally being veſted in the *Rajah ; whereas the ori- 
ginal ones for the zemindary were ſigned by the Board 


on the Ath of September, 1775, as appears by the 


2 minute of Council on that day, made in con- 
5 ſequerice 55 


But the. Board were not ſatisfied with inſirveting their 
Reſident to make the before going repreſentation ; 
they reſolved that a letter ſhould be written by the 
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ſequence | c an information from the Secretary, that he 


: 


| had prepared the ſunnuds for Rajah Cheyt Sing. 


« Agreed, That the ſunnuds, pottah, and coulnama, 
ce be now ſigned and tranſmitted to Mr. Francis Fowke.” 


And on the 20th of November following, the Court of 


Directors were acquainted, “ that Rajah Cheyt Sing 
* had b c:inveſted with the e for Þis 9 
4 and a lellaut in all the proper forms.” 

Mr. Haſtings has complained to the Court, that at 


the point of the ſettlement their detail ſtops. The 


detail was neceſſarily ſtopped here; for the ſunnuds, 
&c. which paſſed upon the inveſtiture, are not entered 


2 upon the Company's records. And it is fair to ſup- 


oſe, that theſe inſtruments agreed exactly with thoſe 
which Cheyt Sing received from the Vizier in 17733 
ſor in his letter to the Governor General, entered on the 
Perſian correſpondence of the 1ſt of October, 1775, he 
himſelf points out, that the kellaut, with which he was | 
to be preſented on his new inveſtiture, is not of the ſame 
kind as that which be received” ſimm the late Vizier on 
the like ocraſſon: and in conſequence thereof, the Board, 
in their letter to the Reſident, of the 11th of Octo- 


ber, „ defire him to make inquiry reſpecting the na- 
ture of that kellaut, and inveſt bim cvithᷣ cne of the Same 
« ſort, on the part of this government, inſtead of that 


6 which they formerly deſcribed to him." 
The impoſſibility of the Court's referring to the ori- 


ginal deeds which paſſed the ſettlement of the zemin- 
dary on Rajah Cheyt Sing being clearly ſhewn, as well 
as the probability that thoſe deeds were fimilar to what 


he received from the Vizier ; we fhall proceed to ob? 
ſerve on the new ſunnuds, which were paſſed ſeveral 
months after the ſettlement and inveſtiture in 1775; 

On the 35th of April, 1776, the Secretary informed 


the Council, * that having prepared the ſunnuds and 


= ,  F pottah 


„ 
ce pottah for Rajah Cheyt Sing's zemindary, he begs 
« leave to lay them before the Board, with copy of an 
cc obligation to be executed by him for the remittance 
* of his tribute; the Board then ſigned the former, 
and ordered all three to be tranſmitted to the Rajah. 
"Theſe inſtruments Mr. Haſtings has annexed to big 
narrative, and has referred to them in his letter. 
But one material piece of information reſpecting 
them, Mr. Haſtings has thought praper to withhold, 
vis. That the Rajah declined the acceptance of the ſunnud 


] : and pottab, and objetfied to the executicn of the cabooleat. 


I) be Refident ſlates to the Board the Rajah's objec- | 
tions to them, in his letter of the 17th of July, one of 
- the principal of which was to the clauſe in the ſunnud 


1 . and cabooleat, by which tbe former 8 are declared 


zo be null. 
Te Rajah was ſenfible of his rights, and aſſerted 
them. The Board were not at this time diſpoſed to in- 


ig fringe thoſe rights; having, according to the Governor 


_ General's expreſſion, ** A full Treaſury *;” but imme: 
| diately (29th July) ordered the ß to prepare a 
new ſunnud and pottah, omitting. the ſentence declaring 
tbe former ſunnuds to be null. Theſe decds were deli- 
vered to the Rajah, and the others, which he objected 


0 to, as well as thoſe originally delivered to him, were 


received back, and returned to the Preſidency. 
Notwithſtanding the before-mentioned tranſaQtion, 

the Governor General has printed the ſunnud of 15th 

of April, without the alteration ; and the words, “ all 

N Former ſunnuds to become null and void,” are ſuffered to 

5 remain in the inſtrument, which the Governor General 
referred to as the afual agreement. 

3 With regard to the cabooleat, on which Mr. Haſtings 
3 laid fo much ftrels, it was not poffible for the 0 Court 
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of Directors to gain any information from that, for ĩt is 
no where entered upon the Company's records; and the 


Governor General's narrative is the only place in which 


it is to be found. 


As it clearly appears that there were three ſets of 
grants executed, though only one ſeems to have been 


neceſſary, and one only actually ſubfiſting, it is proper 
here to recapitulate the various circumſtances of theſe 
tranſactions. On the 24th of Auguſt, 1775, the 


8 Board ordered the neceſſary ſunnuds to be prepared for 


Cheyt Sing's zemindary. On the 4th of September 
they were ſigned, though they are not entered on the 


Company's records. On the 24th of October the Ra- 


jah was inveſted with theſe ſunnuds by the Reſident, 
Mr. Fowke. And on the 2oth of November the 
Court of Directors were acquainted, ©* The Rajab Cheys 
te Sing had been inveſted with the ſunnuds fer his æemis- 


e dary, and a kellaut, in all the proper forms,” After 
the inveſtiture, it was reſolved, that the ſovereignty 


of the mint and cutwally * ſhould be veſted in the Ra- 
Jab. On the 22d of January, 1776, the Rajah re- 
queſted of the Board, through the Reſident at his 
Court, that he might be furniſhed with ſunnuds, un- 


ger their ſignature, for thoſe offices. On the zoth of 
Pecember, the preciſe amount of the Rajah's tribute 


was ſettled at rupees 22,66, 180, with which the Board 
expected his acquieſcence i in conſequence of the mint 
and cutwally being ſettled on him, “and from the 
« very great advantages he will derive by being thus 
& ſecured in the free and independent government of bis | 
te country.” On the 26th of February, the Reſident | 
expreſſed to the Board the Rajah's conſent to the 


amount of the tribute as laſt ſettled. On which day 
0 85 fhe Board ordered the Secretary * to prepare a draught 
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& of feparate ſunnuds for the zemindery and culevally; v 5 
alſo, of the mint, in the uſual form, expreſſing the : 
conditions already reſolved on in the ſeveral proceedings 8 

« of the Board.” On the 15th of April the Board 
fgned one ſunnud and a pottah, (not _/eparate ſunnuds) 
m which ſunnud the zemindary, the cutwally, and the 
mint, are included. A tranſlation of the ſunnud ang 
pottah is entered upon the records, but not of the 
coulnama.* The Rajah objected to the ſunnud, on ac- 


- - countof the clauſe, declaring all former ſunnuds to be 


| null and void. The Board, on the 29th of July, or- 
dered new inſtruments to be made out, (x hich are 
likewiſe. not entered upon the records) omitting thoſe 
words. Theſe inſtruments were tranſmitted to the 
Rajah, and delivered to him by the Reſident, Mr. 
F owke, who received back the former ſunnuds, and 
returned thoſe of September, 177 5, and April, 1776, 


to the Preſidency. 
But it is not from the letter af the deeds af April, 


printed by the Governor General, ſuppoſing they had 
not been rejected by the Rajah, that a Judgement on 
this important matter is to be formed. The Jpirit of 
them is to be attended to; with a due regard 10 all the 
relative circumſtances of the caſe ; — to the minutes and re- 
folutions of the Board ; j — #o the declarations which were 
made to the Rajah in conſequence of thoſe reſolutions z—and _ 
to the great political object of eftabliſhing a barrier for the 
fecurity of the provinces in caſe of a future rupture with 
the Vizier. In 1773, the Governor General was ſenſi- 
ble that the /p7ri7 and intention of a treaty ought to be 
adhered to when he gave ſo liberal a conſtruction, - in 


the Rajah's favour, of the treaty which had been made | 


between his father and the late Vizier, and i in his ſeve- 
ral interferences, to prevent more being exacted from 


the gi thay the amount of the tribute. 5 My 
. | Having 8 


ETSY 


Having thus ſhewn the relation in which Cheyt Sing 
Bab to the Vizier, who ſettled on him and his heirs 
for ever the zemindary of Benares, on certain fixed con- 
ditions; and likewiſe the guarantee of the Engliſh, 
that thoſe conditions ſhould be adhered to on both 
ſides; the ſubſequent agreement, (acknowledging the 
former to be in full force) which was made with him upon 
the ſovereignty of the province being veſted in. the 
Company, and the ſolemn aſſurances which were given to 
_ the Rajab, by the Supreme Council, in explanation of that 
agreement, it is preſumed every unprejudiced perſon 
muſt be of opinion, that the Court of Directors were 
warranted in reſolving, © That Rajah Cheyt Sing was 
on eonfirmed by the Governor General and Council of 
go Bengal in the management of the ſaid zemindary, 
& (ſubject to the ſovereignty of the Company) on his 
* paying a certain tribute to the Company, which-was 
e ſettled at rupees 22,66,180; and that the Bengal 
* Government pledged itſelf that the free and uncon- 
< trolled poſſeſſion of the zemindary of Benares, and 
its dependencies, ſhould be confirmed and guaran- 
« teed to the Rajah and his heirs for ever, ſubje& to 
« ſuch tribute ; and that no other demand ſhould be. 
© © made upon him, nor any kind of authority or juriſ- 
« diftion exerciſed within the dominions aſſigned him, 
<< H ions as he adbered t to the terms 25 his engage» 
« ments.” | 
be grounds of the preceding W of the 

Court of Directors having been thus eſtabliſhed, and 
it having been proved that the conditions upon which 

| Rajah Cheyt Sing held his zemindary were fixed and 
1 unalterable, it is neceſſary, in the next, place to ſhew 

What was the conduct of the Governor General and 

Council to the Rajab, previous to Mr. Haſtings laſt 
2 yiſir to Benares i in "i 10 


/ 


en nm BC ä ˙ nm ris wm 


5 rr 5 
On the gth of July, 1778, the Board reſolved, 
& That Rajah Cheyt Sing be required, in form, to 
& contribute his ſhare of the burden of the preſent 


. war (with France) by the eſtabliſhment of three re- 


ce pular battalions of 0 to be FRO. and main- | 


& rained at bis expence.” 


Notwithſtanding this was, both in the letter and 4% 5 


Fir of the former reſolutions of the Council, a dire& - 


breach of the agreement, yet the Rajah quietly ſub- 
mitted himſelf, and authoriſed his vackeel to declare 


his acquieſcence, for one year only, in the requiſit ion of 


z ſubfidy, equal to the expence of three battalions of 


ſepoys. This ſubſidy was accordingly fixed by the 


Board at five lacks of rupees; and the Governor Ge- 
neral expreſſed himſelf pleaſed with the Rajah's ready 
compliance, in à letter to him under dare of the 15th 
of Auguſt; and on the 15th the Governor General and 
Council informed the Court of Directors, that the Ra- 
jah had agreed to pay this ſubſidy for one year. But on 
the Rajah's pitading his inability to pay the whole ſum 


At once, ſo little ceremony was uſed with him on the 


occafion, and ſo much were all former agreements for- 
gotten, that, on the 28th of September, directions 
were given to the Reſident, Mr. Graham, “to wait 


e on the Rajah forthwith, and demand of him, in of 


* ſon, and by writing, the payment of the full ſum 


% of five lacks of Muchildar rupees, the ſum at which 


* the ſubſidy is fixed, in ſpecie, to that amount, to 


e be made to you within five days of ſuch demand; 


« and declare to him, in the name of ibis Government, 
that his evading or negle#ing to accompliſh the pay- 
e ment thereof, within that ſpace of time, ſhall be 
«deemed equivalent to an abſolute refuſal; and in 
t caſe of his non-compliance with your demand, We 

| | 2 Re 


EF ; 
« peremptorily enjoin you 10 refrain from: all farther in- 
< tercourſe with bim. | 
. ro ces . his e by the roth of 
October. 

It muſt be 1 in this place, that diode, this 8 
extra demand was contrary to the exiſting engagements, | 
yet as the Rajah conſented to the payment thereof, for 
one year only, it was, in a meaſure, legaliſed. And it 
really ſeemed at one time to have been the intention of 

Mr. Haſtings to abide by this condition, as appears 
from the following eireumſtance: On the 5th of May, 
1779, the Refident at Benares wrote to the Board, that 
being applied to by the Provincial Council of Revenue 
at Patna for eight lacks of rupees, on account of their 
very urgent neceffities, he deſirèd the Rajah to ſupply 
him with that ſum, beyond the amount of what was 
then due. In their reply to the Reſident on the 31ſt, 
the Board expreſs their ſurpriſe at his * having ven- 
c tured to make a demand upon Rajah Cheyt Sing, 
not warranted by bis engagements with the Company, 
&« and without any authority from us.“ The Refident? 's 
anſwer of the roth of June following is worthy of par- 
ticular attention. At the time I mentioned to Rajah 
* Sheyt Sing the ſum of money Government ſtood i in 
<-need of in their preſent occaſions, T was well aware 
% that I could neither, conſiftent with your honourable 
«© Board's orders, nor bis engagements with the Company, 
«© demand more of him than was thereby authoriſed; 
tc and therefore it was I only demanded payment of the 
te amount of his kiſt due the 4th of May, and ſeft it 
0 to his diſtretion, upon the information given, N 
te ther to lend farther affiſtahce or not. 0 
Though the condition of his compliance wi the 
demand of 1778 was, that it ſhould not be drawn into a 
E 2855 yet, on the r9th of July, 1779, the 6 RAPE 
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was again required to contribute the farther ſum os 
- five lacks for the enſuing year; and on the 22d of 
June, 1780, five lacks more; and on the 2d of No- 
vember 1 he was e to furniſh part ok 
bis cavalry. .. -- 

On the 18th of July, the. very day We the 
reſolution of the Board: to demand. an additianal five 
lacks-for the year. 1779, Mr. Haſtings received a letter 
from the Rajah, ſaying,. that his ſole reliance was on 

bim, * and that in every inſtance I depend on your 
86 6 faith, religion, promiſes, and S—_—_ 0 

After he had come to the knowledge of this 1 
the Rajah wrote to the Governor General as follows: 
Laſt year you directed Sheik. Ally Nuckey“ that 1 

mould, by am means, by diſpoſing of my effetts, or by 
. Borrowing, make this one payment, (alluding to the 
t demand of 1778) and T ſhould not. be called upon. in ſu; 
d ture; and that you would take every means for my 
« advantage and. ſupport. L accordingly put in prac» - 
& tice every method in. my. Newet, and, by loans, 
e made good the requiſition. It is now abſolutely | 
cout of my power to raiſe the ſum required; and I 
« am therefore hopeful that you will be kindly pleaſed 
<< to excuſe me the five lacks now demanded, and that 
4 nothing may be demanded of me too tbe . ex- 
; 25 praſſed in the pottab. 
This letter was received on 1 35 of, 1 
Gn the 28th. the Governor General replied to it; and, 
without taking the ſmalleſt notice of the Rajah having 
charged him with, a breach of promiſe, he ſays, I now 
| 14 repeat my demand, that you. do, on the receipt of 
Act this, without evaſion or delay, pay the five lacks of 
< .Tupces into the hands of Mr. Thomas Graham, who 


. bas argers to. receive it from vou, and authority, 
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c“ jn caſe of your refuſal, to ſummon the two batta- 
<« lions of ſepoys, under the command of Major Ca- 
c mac, to Benares, that meaſures may be taken 10 
e oblige you to u compliance; and, in this caſe, the whole 
<6 expence of this <orps youu the time f its march will 
4 fall on you.” 

The Rajah, notwirh fiat the de terms of, 
he laſt-recited letter, was yet unwilling” to Ken | 
that the © faith, relivion, promiſes, and actions, 
which he had placed ſo much dependence, would a 
of them prove of no avail. He accordingly addreſſed 

another letter to Mr. Haſtings, which was received the 
A2oth of a Hee and -of wide the following i is 2 
copy - | | 
« Every two or Wee 05e 1 am called upon to pay 
ei five lacks of rupees; your gracious letter on this 
| 4 ſubject; honoured" me by its arrival; 1 have dif- 
<c patched an arzee in anſwer, which will have been 
<c preſented: to you. In obedience to your order, I laft 
«« year, by every means, and borrowing from all quar- 
ters, raiſed the ſum ; and at that time you-promiſed 
te that it ſhould not happen again. I have it not in my 
e power at preſent. You have before honoured me 
« with the title of ſon, and, regarding me as your 
* ſon, you have protected me; I am therefore hope- 
„ ful, that I may be excuſed from this requijition.” | 
_ Here the Governor General is again charged with # 
dive breach of promiſe to the Rajah. Mr. Haſtings re- 
plied to this on the 25th, repeating, the threat of ſend- 
ing troops into his country, but taking no notice as 
before, of the repeated «charge 5 W broken bis 
| word with the Rajah. _ 
Thus upon the Rajah's Stig bis! inability to 
comply with the demand of 1779, and pleading the 
we of n. two battalions of ſepoys were or- 
| wy 2 Adaered 
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. Wed to tech to Benares, to intimidate him; and i 
Board infiſted-on his paying the expence of the troops 
thus ſent to ſecond their demand, And on their re- 
quiring the balance of the ſubſidy. in October 1780, the 
| Governor General and Council, not only again ordered 
troops to march into his territories, But they threat- . 
ened bim with a fine of one lack for diſobedience. | 
= Whoever ſeriouſly conſiders the agreement made 


between Cheyt Sing and the Vizier in 1770; the na- 


ture of the ſubſequent connection between the Rajab, 
the Vizier, and the Company, formed in 1773, as be- 
fore deſcribed; ; the force of the minutes and reſolu- 
tions of the Board upon the ſovereignty of ae 
being transferred to the Company, as above recited ; 
the ſolemn declarations which were made to the le 
on his inveſtiture, as contained in the inſtructions to 
the Reſident at his Court, and in the Governor Gene- 
ral's letter to him upon that occaſion, which have been 
already referred to; the line of policy which the Bengal 
government hag preſcribed to itſelf; and the general 
tenure by which Cheyt Sing held his country. Who- 
ever ſeriouſly confiders all theſe points, with their re- 
lation to each other, muſt be convinced, that the va- 
tious demands thus made upon the Rajah were not 
founded in juſtice; nor are they to be defended by 
any arguments drawn from the wants and neceſſities 


of a government involved in difficulties, or the l . 


wealth and proſperity of the Rajah. | 
Qbliging the Rajah to pay an additional ſubſdy of 
five Jacks far the expence of three battalions of ſepoys, 


dad anly be juſtified upon the plea, that by the ori- 


ginal agreement he was to maintain a body of 2000 

horſe. But it has been ſhewn, that the Board refuſed 

to aſſent to this propoſition; they left it entirely p- 
enn in | the Rajah; and 5 r any timeg THEY, * | 
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the aſſiſtance of this force, he was to be paid at the 
rate of fiftcen - rupees per month, per man; and ſo in 
; proportion for the officers, during the time they W 

be in the Company's employ. 
One of the members of the Board (Mr. Fun 
| 4 in his minute of the 14th of September 1778, 
% That he did, from the firſt, expreſs a doubt, 
* whether: the Board had ſtrictly a right to increaſe 
<< their demands upon the Rajah, beyond the terms 
«© which. they originally agreed to give him, which 
© he... conſented. to, and which, as Mr. Francis 
bas conſtantly underſtood it, were made the fun- 
„ damental lenure by which he held his zemindary.. Tt 
« ſuch. demands can be. increaſed upon him at the 
<« diſcre;ion of the ; ſuperior power, he has no rights, 
<. be bas no property, or at leaſt he has 10 ſecurity 
« fox eitber. Inſtead of five lacks, let us demand 
« fifty : and whether, he refuſes, or is unable to pay 
© the money, the forfeiture of his zemindary may 
* be- the immediate conſequence of it, unleſs he 
„can find means to ren himſelf by a new 

1e 9 n 

There was but too ik of a prophetic ſ 1 in this 
minute of Mr. Francis; for notwithſtanding 3 in the 
credentials given to the. Governor General in Council 
(conſiſting only of himſelf and Mr. Wheler) the 3d 
July 1787, previous to his ſetting out on his intended 
journey to Benares, the Arrangements he was to make 
in that province, were to be , conſonant. to the mutual 
* relation and atiual engagements ſusſiſting between the 
Company and thy. Rajah,” It appears from the evi- 
dence of Mr. Wheler, that Mr. Haſtings had actually 
come to the ſeeret reſolution (for it is no where en- 
tered on the records) without the ſmalleſt regard to 
that relation, and to thoſe Engagements, of obtaining 0 
15 * 


t 6 


oer go lacks of eben from this very Rajab; wx) in caſe 
"of bis refuſal, he determined © either“ to remove 


ese him from his zemindary entirely, or, by taking im- 


ce mediate poſſeſſion of all his forts, to obtain out ef . 
ee the treaſure, depoſited in them, the above med for 
the Company.” | 
This & is father corroborated: by the affidavit of 
| "FRI Palmer, the Governor General's military ſe- 
 eretary, with this additional circumſtance ;. that by 
tene means or other the Rajah, having heard of the 
Governor General's" intentions, had made bim an offer 


20 lacks of rupees for the public ſervice; © but that 


et he, the Governor General, as reſolved to ißt upon 
the fit. mentioned ſum of 50 lacks of rupees ; and if the 
KRajah ſhould abſolutely refuſe the demand, that he, 
e the Governor General, would deprive him of his ze- 
e mindary, or ate, the een, ene to wu Na- 
* bob Vizier.” © 
It is ſaid, that the © Mp e 3 the 
„ Rajah's offences were ſuch as to require early pu- 
e niſhment; and as bis wealth was great, and the Com- 
pays exigencies prelſing, it was thought a meaſure 
** of policy and juſtice, to exact from him a ary pe- 
«© cuniary mulct for their relief T“. | 
But how different were Mr. Haſtings' vas of po- 
licy and juſlice at a former period, which has been 
Already referred to, when he would not ſuffer the Vi- 
Lier to ** diſpoſſeſs the Rajah of the forts of Lutcef- 
gur and Bidgygyr, and take from him 10 lacks | 
of rupees!” At that time the Governor Ge- 


F Rr was comvineed 57 that the- Ay * 


. eee General pee — by. 
e t Narrative, Appendix, 197, P 


4 Narrative, page * B 78 
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< and . his liſe, were e ſafe than while 
he enjoyed the Company's prolection, which (ſays the 


£ Governor General) is his due by the ties of juſtice * 


e and the obligations of public faith; and which 
„ policy enjoins us to- afford bun ever moſs we | 


* tually.” 13010 EO0 to to: oh 
Thus, in 1773, the; une 3 of Rajabs 


Cheyt Sing is prevented from taking from him tw-a 


forts and 10 lacks of Rupees above the ſtipulated rent, 
through motives. of juſticæ and policy; and in 1781, 


after the ſovereignty had been transferred, though 


with a reſervation of the juſt rights of the Raja 
under the former ſovereign, juſtice and policy. required, 


that his new ſovereign ſhould exact from him, 40 or 530 


lacks of rupees more than his rent, or wreſt thong him 

the whole of bis xeminda x; ; 
If Juſtice and policy were to be the 1 af Mr. 

Haſtings' actions upon this occaſion, they ought to 

have operated more ſtrongly than ever in the Rajab's 

| favour. As to the firſt, were we not bound to him by 

additional obligations? And as to the laſt, it was ſurely _ 


become moxe our intereſt to-cement his attachment bi- 
gentle treatment, than when he was only an ally, For 


in his new fituation, had he been, on any futuro 
rupture with the Nabob. of Oude, from ill uſage, 
induced to take part. againſt us, we ſhould not only 
have loſt the benefit of his alliance, but alſo a, clear : 
annual: revenue of upwards, of £.260,000 per annum. 

But wherein did the Rajah's delinquency conſiſt? Not 


4 in his want of punctuality in the payment of his 


a: this has never been affirmed. It muſt conſiſt, 
then, in his not complying with the repeated demands 
of the Board for a ſubſidy, contrary to the exiſting 
engagements. Let it be admitted that the Rajah 
. theſe with that reluctance which ever at- 


roofs | 


K « * 


: tends the Liquidation of dort demands, yet 
there was nothing due on aiy of theſe new demands 
for months preceding the ee General's Jour- 
7 to Benares. _ 
The demand of BY was bind} in „July, and | wholly 
diſcharged by the roth of October. 
That of 1779, was likewiſe made in July, and 
diſcharged by the 21ſt of October; and in November 
the Rajah, paid 20,000 rupees for the e of the 


4 1 ment /ent to enforce this demand. 


The demand of 1780 was diſcharged by the 18th of 
Ober; and whoever reads the charges brought 
a gainſt the Rajah, as contained in the ene Ge⸗ 
gneral's firſt letter to him, after his arrival at Be- 
nares, Which is printed in the narrative, muſt be von- 
vinced, that they were ary refuted 5 the Ryjah's 
_ anſwer. he 

As to the third tefolurion! of he! Court of Di- 
tectors, it was merely à reſolution of fact, founded 
on the proceedings of the Bengal government, in July, 
1775, and went to ſhew the independency of the 
Rajab's fituation. The following” paſſage, therefore, 
| in the Governor General's 2287 ſeems utterly unin- 
5 9 1h . ear 
I deny that T ever iid him to keep up a bod) 
5 of 2000 horſe, contrary to the declaration made to 
% him by the Governor General and Council, on the 
e 5th of July 177; 5s that there ſhall be no fac. a 
4 on him to do it.“ 
It is equally. unneceſſary to remark on Mr. Hat 
tings' denial, reſpecting the 4th refolution. This is 
likewiſe a reſolution of fact, that the Rajah was regu! 
lar in che pay ment of his tribute, and what is not dea 
nied by the Governor General. The Court have ac- 


1 knowledged the ſovereignty of the Company over the 


* 


| E 

Rajah in their 2d reſolution. But, that the Governot 
General and Council had a right to iſſue any orders in 
direct violation of the aftual agreement ſubſiſting with the 
| Rajah, no one who ſeriouſly conſiders the nature of 
that agreement, in all its ciroumRanoes,. = Veurure 
to aſſert. 


But with reſpect t to 5the lat 8 of — 8 of 3 


Directors, every one mult join iffue with the Governor 
General, and agree, that from the premiſes which 
have been already eſtabliſhed, in the former part of 
theſe obſervations, © the terms improper, unwarrant- 
<« able, and highly impolitic, are much too gentle. The 
« frids performance of ſolemn engagements on one part, 
% followed by atts directly ſubverſive of ibem, and by 
& opal diſpoſſeſſion on the other, ſtamps on the perpetrators 

« of the latter, the guilt f the nc. PUPS violation 


ef faith and juſt ice. 


The obſervations on what ho fallen from Mr. Hat. 
tings, reſpecting the reſolution of the Court of Di- 
rectors laſt ſpoken of, muſt not be diſmiſſed without a 

remark on the en paſſage in the CGoverngy Ge- 

neral's letter : - 
„ deny that Rajah Cheyt Sing was a native Prince 
« of India. Cheyt Sing is the ſon of a collector of the 
c revenue of that province, which his arts, and the 
«« misfortunes of his maſter, enabled*him to convert 
4 to a permanent and hereditary poſſeſſion.“ 
Though it is no where aſſerted in the reſolutions of 
the Court of Directors, that Cheyt Sing was a native 
Prince of India, yet it may not be improper to ob- 
ſerve, that, with regard to Cheyt Sing's predeceſſor, 
Bulwant Sing, who is here called “ 2 collector, it has 
already been ſhewn, that for the powerful military aſ- 
ſiſtance which he afforded the Company in the war 
with * Dane, Mr. e Was, in 1773) em- 
| 15: . powered 


to renew, in behalf of Rajah Cheyt Sing, the 
ſtipulation which was formerly made with the Vizier 
in favour of the father. And in a letter from Rajah 
| Shitabroy, which is entered upon the Bengal conſulta- 
tion of the 21ſt of November, 1764, Bulwant Sing is 
called, a © penſon 7 bigh rank, and the ⁊emiædar of 4 
cc frontier country,” | 
With reſpect to Cheyt Sing, Mr. Haſtings himſelf 
| has called the zemindary © his inheritance.” In the in- 
ſtrument printed by the Governor General, 15th of 
April, 1776, he is termed, e the great chief Rajah 
«--Cheyt Sing Bebadre.” By the inſtructions to the Re- 
fident at Benares, of the 24th of Auguſt, 1775, he 
was to be inveſted 5 with a kellaut in bis palace, with 
et all the uſual formalities.” And by the Reſident's ac- 
count of this matter, the ceremony was performed in 
all the parade of eaſtern magnificence, But here ano- 
ther, and a more ftriking circumſtance, may be added 
in proof of the Rajah's elevatœi ſituation. On the 
24th of November, 1775, Lientenant-colone! Parker, 
who had the command of a brigade in the neighbour. 
hood of Benares, acquainted General Clavering, that 
the Rajah had paid him a viſit, and had made him 
preſents, . which, ſays he, I did not reject, as it 
% would be looked upon as the greateſt flight I could 
offer to an eaſtern Prince. This letter was laid be- 
fore the Council on the 6th of December.. And ſo far 
was Mr. Haſtings from being diſpoſed, at that time, 
to diſpute the rank which Mr. Parker thought he had 
among the Princes of Hindoſtan, that he immediately 
gave it as his opinion, . That neither the Rajah ought 
„ to have made the preſents, nor Colonel Parker ac- 
5 cepted them, becauſe they were the pledges and 
"56 marks of inferiority of the giver to the receiver ; 
$6 and L think it will. become both the fee» and dig 
ä | TE 55 1 nity 


„„ 

te nity of this Board, to lay down ſuch JOIN as s ſhall 
prevent the Rajah hereafter from ſubjecting him- 
C ſelf, or being ſubjected to ceremonies unbecoming his 
« rant and charatter.” Upon which the Board re- 
4 ſolved, that the Rajah ſhould pay the firſt viſit to 
-none but the Governor General, the Chief Jultice, and 


the members of the Board. 


Such as are ſtill doubtful of Cheyt Sing's cl 
ſation, are referred to the 33d and 34th pages of Mr. 
-Haſtings' printed letter, where there is as ſtrong an 
implication of his princely rank, as 1t is. poſſible for 
words to convey. 

With the ſame view of lowering, in the eyes of the 
public, the real ſtandard of Cheyt Sing's fituation, the 
Governor General ſays, in his printed narrative, I. 
e ſuſpect that the deeds which paſſed between him and 
er the Board, on the transfer of the zemindary to the 
4 Company i in 1775, are by many underſtood to bear 
** the quality and force of à treaty of optional conditions 
« between equal ſtates. To ſuch I reply, that ſuch 
e an opinion is itſelf criminal to the ſtate of which he 
«© was a ſubject ; and that he was himſelf amenable to 
46 its juſtice, if he countenanced the belief. He paid 
4 no tribute to the Company, but a fixed annyal rent. 
And the inſtruments for his zemindary were drawn 
« preciſely in the ſame form as inſtruments of the ſame 
* denominations interchanged with the zemindars of 
% Bengal.“ 

- As to the —_ ſum which the Rajah was to pay on 
account of his zemindary not being to be conſidered in 
the light of a tribute, it is termed ſo, with very few ex- 
_ -ceptions, from one end of the records to the other; in 
moſt of the letters from the Council to the Court of 
| Dos which if peak of the ſubject, and even in the 

A Governor 
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| 66 
Goerner General s own letter to the * on his 3 in- 
.Feſtiture. ; 

With regard to his being Looked upon as a mere 28 
.minzar, the Reſident at the Court of the Vizier, in a let- 
ter written to the Board the 14th of April, 1775, which 
was previous to the ſovereignty of Benares being veſted 
in the Company, declared to his Excellency, . That 
he muſt expect to ſee Cheyt Sing protected; for that 
ee he was net to be put en a feoting with his other ve- 
cc mindars.” And in a letter from the Board to the Re- 
-Adent at Benares, the zoth of May, 1776, it is acknow- 
ledged, That he is on @ 55 di — Jooteng from 
e other zemindars.” 

But a peruſal of the following minute of the Board % 

will Pur: the matter beyond diſpute, 
45 Conſultation, September 4, 177. 
The Secretary informs the Board, that the ſun- 
ie nuds for the Rajah Cheyt Sing being prepared, he 
s exculated the following propoſal of the Governor 

5 _ General for their opinion © | 

-6 The Governor General directs me to 8 the 

* opinion of the Board, whether the pottah, ſunnud, 
. and coulnama, for the zemindary granted to Rajah 
&. Cheyt Sing, ſhould be ſigned by him alone, or by the 
Board ; remarking, at the ſame time, that it has been 
cuſtomary for duanny ſunnuds to receive only the ſig- 


es ture of the Governor; but he thinks, that as the 


< nature of the preſent grant is different, and may be 
be conſidered more in the light of a TREAT Gy they 
© ſhould be figned by the Board,” 

7 Agreed, that the ſunnud, pottah, and coulnama, 
be now figned, and tranfmitted to —5 Francis 
* Fowke,”, | 
But to ſum up the dsl in a _ words :—Tn "RY 
| Bubwant Sing, o on account of military ſervices rendered 
o 


LY 
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to the Company, was, through their means, ſecured in 


the poſſeſſion of his country. In 1770 Cheyt Sing, his 
ſon and ſueceſſor, was confirmed in the government of 

his father's territories, on paying a fixed tribute, by a 

treaty executed by the Vizier, declaring the terms of it 

to extend to the pofterity of either party; under which 
treaty Mr. Haſtings, from motives of juſtice and po- 
licy, would not ſuffer the Vizier to take from the Rajah 
more than the ſtipulated ſum. In 1773 the former 
agreement was renewed between the parties, which, as 
before, was to extend to their reſpective heirs. To this 


| agreement Mr. Haſtings, on the part of the Britiſh Go- 


vernment, was the guarantee. In 1775 the ſovereignty 
of Benares was transferred to the Company; and with 
a reſervation of the juſt rights of the Rajah, and a due 
regard to the actual engagements ſubſiſting with him, 


new ſunnuds were iſſued in conſequence of ſundry re- 


ſolutions of the Bengal Council, adopted with a view 
to the Rajah's independency, thereby eſtabliſhing a 


” ſtrong barrier to the Company s provinces. Aſſurances 


| were at the ſame time given to the Rajah, that no de- 
mands of any kind ſhould be made upon him beyond 


his tribute, and that no one ſhould be ſuffered to diſ- 
turb the peace of his country. In 1778, regardleſs of 
former aſſurances, and in direct oppoſition to the efta- - 


bliſhed policy, an additional demand was made upon 
| him of five lacks of rupees, on account of the war with 
France. In 1779, notwithftanding his conſent was for 
one year only, and his infiſting that he had a promiſe 


from Mr. Haſtings, that it ſhould not be repeated, and 


which was not contradicted by him, another demand 
was made for five lacks more, and troops were ordered 
Into his territories to enforce this demand; the expence 
of which he was obliged to defray. In 1780 the de- 

mand was repeated; and ö the Rajah 


had | 
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bad actually diſcharged all theſe extra demands, and 
was ever punctual in the payment of his ſettled tribute; 

yet in 1781 Mr. Haſtings repaired te his capital, with 
an avowed intention to exact from him the enormous 
um of fifty lacks of rupees, (though the Rajah, hear- 
ing of his intention, had previouſly made him an offer of 
twenty lacks,) and in caſe of his refuſal, to diſpoſſeſfs 
him of his zemindary. He was arreſted in his palace 
at Benares, a city held in the higheſt veneration through. 
out India. His own ſoldiers overpowered the party 
which guarded him, and in the confufion “the Rajah 
found means to eſcape through a - wicket, which 
<< opened to the river, and the banks being exceedingly 
4c ſteep in that place, he let himſelf down by turbans 
ec tied together, into a boat which was waiting for 
c him, and conveyed him to the oppoſite ſhore &. 
Several actions afterwards took place between the 
troops of the Company and thoſe of the Najah; and his 
ſeveral forts, to which he had fled for protection, were 
ſueceſſively captured by our forces. And as (according 
to Mr. Haſtings) © the exiſtence of a fugitive chief in 
«© the wilds and mountains would be little regarded, 
toben be was expelled from the capital of his government, 
"<6 and the ſeat of bis collefions ; he was proſcribed by 
public proclamation ;'the + Rauge was conferred on 
the grandſon of Rajah on by a daughter 
married to Bauboo Doorgbejey Sing, and the unfortu- 
nate Rajah Cheyt Sing (a zoretch S indeed JJ is now a 
wanderer in Hindoftan ! FE. 
It only remains to obſerve, - on the concluſion of Mr, 
Haſtings letter, where, in the ſame ſpirit of diſobedi- 
ence to the orders of the Company which has too long 
characterized his government, be declares his intended 


8 Governor General's narrative, Page 24. f Ditto, page 46. 
t Ditto, page 51. 3 Vide Governor General's Letter, page 33. 


oppoſition 


1 
oppoſition to any directions which may be given him 
for the reſtoration of Rajah Cheyt Sing to the zemin - 
dary of Benares. 
Whether ſuch a meaſure be expedicns or not, will 
probably be the ſubject of future conſideration. And 
as the Company's affairs are now under the inveſtiga 
tion of Parliament, it muſt be the wiſh of every one, 
that ſuch regulations may be formed, and ſuch funda- 
mental principles eſtabliſhed, for the future govern- 
ment of the Company, as will enſure to the natives of 
India, of all denominations, that ſecurity and happineſs” 
which they have a right to enjoy under the influence 
of the mild and n ſ A of the Bs: Govern» 


es | 


2 of Cour! 1 Letter 10 Bengal, 4 the th 7 
| 7 anuary, > 1784. : 


Par. 7. WE muſt not ſuffer the Governor S 
letter, relative to our reſolutions about Cheyt Sing, to 
be paſſed over ip ſilenge, wearing, as it does, the ap- 
pearance of animadyerfians on the conduct of his ſu- 
= PRs not to be juſtified in his fituation, 
8. The Court of Directors have not only an undoubt- 
ed right, but their duty calls upon them to condemn 
any meaſure that ſhall appear of a dangerous tendency ; 
the conduct towards Cheyt Sing was, in their eye, 
liable to. deſtroy that confidence ſo neceſſary to be pre- 
ſerved with the country powers; the Court therefore 
hoped, by their marked diſapprobation, to prevent any 
ſteps of the like kind in future. After the reſiſtance 
which the Rajah had me ng countenance could be 
, a ae | 


* 72 ] 
- conſiſtently ſhewn him; nor was any meaſure for his 
reſtoration ever propoſed. But whilſt! the Governor 
General remains ſubject to the orders of the Court of 
Directors, he is bound to yield to their decrecs. 
Therefore as his letter, addreſſing them with ſuch un- 
guarded warmth, muſt carry with it the appearance off 
tending to reſiſt thoſe whom it is his duty to obey, we 
conſider him in that reſpect to have been very blame- 
able. However, we turn aſide from this diſagreeable 
ſubject, to expreſs great approbation at the extraordi- 
nary exertions of our Governor General and Council 
to counteract the deſigns of our numerous enemies, 
and to furniſh ſuch large aſſiſtance and ſupplies for the 
Carnatic in irs waſted and deſolate condition. It is to 
the abilities of our Commander in Chief, whoſe loſs 
we ſincerely lament, aided by your vigilance and ſup- 
port, we owe the preſervation of that country, as the 
powerful irruptions of Hyder, and the hoſtile mea- 
ſures of France, had diſabled our Governor and Coun- 
eil of Fort St. George from defending the polleſions 
of our 5 the Nabob of Arcot, | 


20 
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Hs 


7 William Devaynes, Eſq. Chairman of the Honourable 
the Court of Direttors. 1 


SI. 5 . 
Tx fonourable Cort of Directors, in their general lets 
ter to Bengal by the Surpriſe, dated the 16th of March, 1784, 


were pleaſed to expreſs their defire that I ſhould inform them 
of the periods when each ſum of the preſents, mentioned in 


my addreſs of the 22d of May, 1782, was received, what. 


were my. motives for withholding the ſeveral receipts from the 


knowledge of the Council, or of the Court of Directors, and 


what were my reaſons for taking bonds for part of theſe ſums, 
and for paying other ſums into the Treaſury as depoſits on 
my own account. | | 5 | 

I have been kindly appriſed, that the information required 


ns above is yet expected from me. I hope that the circum- - 
ſtances of my paſt ſituation, when conſidered, will plead my 
excuſe for having thus long withheld it. The fact is, that I 


was not at the Preſidency when the Surpriſe arrived; and 
when I returned to it, my time and attention were fo entirely 
engroſſed, to the day of my final departure from it, by a va 
riety of other more important occupations, of which, Sir, I 


may ſafely appeal to your teſtimony, grounded on the large 
portion, contributed by myſelf, of the volumes which com- 

poſe our conſultations of that period, that the ſubmiſſion 
which my reſpect would have enjoined me to Pay to the com- 


mand impoſed on me, was loſt to my recolleEtion, perhaps 
from the ſtronger impreſſion, which the firſt and diſtant pe- 


ruſal of it had left on my mind, that it was rathet intended 


as a reprehenſion for ſomething which had given offence in my 


report of the original tranſaction, than as expreſſive of any 


want of a farther elucidation of it. | 


I will now endeavour to reply to the different queſtions 
which have been ſtated to me in as explicit a manner as I am 
able. To ſuch information as I can give, the honourable 
Court is fully entitled; and where that ſhall prove defective, I 


will point out the eaſy means by which it may be rendered 
more complete, | | | | 5 
Firſt, 1 believe I can affirm with certainty, that the ſeve- 


ral ſums mentioned in the account tranſmitted with my letter 


above mentianed, were received at, or within a very tew days 
of the dates which are prefixed to them in the account; but 


as this donn only the groſs ſums, and each of theſe was re- 


ceived in different payments, though at no great diſtance of 


time, I cannot therefore aſſign à greater degree of accuracy to 


the account. Perhaps the honourable Court will judge this 
d 2 luthcient 
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fufficient for any purpoſe to which their inquiry was directed; 


but if it ſhould not be ſo, I will beg leave to refer, for a more 


minute information, and for the means of making any inveſti- 


gation which they may think it proper to direct, reſpecting the 


Particular of this tranſaction, to Mr. Larkins, your ac- 
countant general, who was wy to every proceſs of it, and 
poſſeſſes, as I believe, the origin 


paper, which contained the 
only account that I ever kept of it. In this each receipt was, 
as I recollect, ſpecifically inſerted, with the name of the perſon 


dy whom it was made; and I ſhall write to him, to deſire that 


he will furniſh you with the paper itſelf, if it is ſtill in being, 


and in his hands, or with whatever he can diſtinctly recollect 
- Concerning it. +> | 
For my motives for withholding the feveral receipts from 
the Nee 
and for taking bonds for part of theſe ſums, and paying others 


edge of the Council, or of the Court of Directors, 


into the Treaſury as depoſits on my own account, I have ge- 


nerally accounted in my letter to the Honourable the Court 


of Directors, of the 22d May 1782; namely, that “either 
« choſe to conceal the firſt receipts from public curioſity, by 


- © receiving bonds for the amount, or poſſibly acted without 
© any ſtudied 1 1 which my memory at that diſtance of 


. time could verify; and that I did not think it worth my 
«& care to obſerve the ſame means with the reſt.” It will not 


be expected, that I ſhould be able to give a more correct ex- 


planation of my intentions, after a lapſe of three years, hav- 


ing declared at the time, that many particulars had eſcaped my 
remembrance: neither ſhall I attempt to add more than the 


clearer afhrmation of the facts implied in that report of them, 


and fuch inferences as neceſfarily, or with a ſtrong probabi-. 


lity follow them. I have faid; that the three farſt ſums of 


the account were paid into the Company's treaſury without 


ng through my hands: the ſecond of thefe was forced 
into notice by its deſtination and application to the expence 
of a detachment, which was formed and employed againſt 


Madhejee Scindia, under the command of Lientenant-colonel 


Carnac, as I particularly appriſed the Court of Directors, in 


my letter of the 2gth of December, 1780. The other two 
were certainly not intended, when I received them, to be 
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made public, though intended for public ſervice, and actually 


applied to ĩt. The exigencies of the government were at that 
time my own, and every preſſure upon it reſted with its full 


weight upon my mind. Wherever could find allowable means 
of relieving thoſe wants [ rly ſeized them; but neither 
could ir occur to me as neceſſary to ſtate on our proceedings 


every little aid which I could thus procure, nor do 1 know 


how I could have ſtated it, without appearing to court favour 
; by an oftentation which I diſdained, nor without the chance 
exciting the jealouſy of my colleagues, by the conſtructive 
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aſſertion of a ſeparate and unparticipated merit, derived from 
the influence of my ſtation, to which they might have laid an 
equal claim. I ſhould have deemed it particularly diſhonoura- 
ble, to receive. for my own uſe, money tendered by men of 
a certain claſs, from whom I had interdicted the, receipt of 


preſents to me inferiors, and bound them by oath not to re- 


ceive them. I was therefore more than ordinarily cautious, 
to avoid the fuſpicion of it, which would ſcarcely have failed 
to light upon me, had I ſuffered the money to be brought di- 
rectly to my own houſe, or to that of any perſon known to be 
in truſt for me; for theſe reaſons I cauſed it to be tranſported 
immediately to the treaſury. There, I well know, Sir, it could 


not be received without being paſſed to ſome credit, and this 


could only be done by entering it as a loan or as a depoſit; the 


' rſt was the leaſt liable to reflection, and therefore I had ob- 


viouſly recourſe to it. Why the ſecond ſum was entered as a 
depoſit, I am-utterly ignorant; poſſibly it was done without 
any ſpecial direction from me; poſſibly becauſe it was the 


fimpleſt mode of entry, and therefore preferred, as the tranſ- 


action itſelf did not require concealment, having been al- 


ready avowed. | 


Although I am firmly perſuaded that theſe were my ſenti· 


ments on the occaſion, yet I will not affirm that they were. 


Though I feel their impreſſion as the remains of a ſeries of 


thoughts retained on my memory, I am not certain that they 
may not have been produced by ſubſequent reflection on the 
principal fact, combining with it the probable motives of it. 
Of this J am certain, that it was my deſign originally to have 

concealed the receipt of all the ſums, except the fecond, even 
from the knowledge of the Court of Directors. They had 
anſwered my purpoſe of public utility, and I had almoſt to- 
tally diſmiſſed them from my remembrance. But when for- 
tune threw a ſum in my way, of a magnitude which could. not 
be concealed, and the peculiar delicacy of my fituation, at the 
time in which I received it, made me more circumſpect of 
appearances, I choſe to appriſe my employers of it; which I 
did haſtily and generally ; haſtily, -perhaps to prevent the vi- 
zilance and activity of ſecret calumny; and generally, becauſe 
f knew not the exact amount of the ſum of which I was in 
the receipt, but not in the full poſſeſſion. I promiſed to ac- 
quaint them with the reſult as ſoon as I ſhould be in poſſeſſion 


of it ; and in the performance of my promiſe, I thought it 


conſiſtent with it, to add to the account all the former appro 
priations of the ſame kind; my good genius then ſuggeſting 
to me, with a ſpirit of caution which might have ſpared me 
the trouble of this apology, had I univerſally attended to it, 
that if I had ſuppreſſed them, and they were afterwards known, 
I might be aſked, what were my motives for withholding part 
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3 to the Houſe of 
A We Honourable EDMUND BURKE, EM. 6 
Sb EEG in the HOUSE of COMMONS,” on Tuthy, the mh NE 
1 of March, 4785, by PIILID FRANCIS, Eid. 1 
A A complete Ebpy of che REPORT from. che, SELECT COM- . 
3 KITTY to whom it was referred to examine and late the ſeveral . 
> -_ Accounts, Kd other Papers, preſented: to the Hioiife in this Seſſion of. 

: _ Parliament, relating ws! the-public Income and Expenditure'; wad 


— my death occurring in the courſe. of the ſervice on. which Y 
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of theſe rece hd ho knowledge ft of iredton 
and imfotwing them of the 1 8 . N * 
It being my wiſh to clear up eyery doubt TY this trankao, 
rent either my Own mind could ſuggeſt, or which 
have been ſuggeſted by others, 1 beg leave to ſuppoſe 
r queſtion,” and to ſtate the terms of it in my reply, by 
m vou, that the indorſement on the bonds was made 
out the period of my Jeaving the preſidency, ini the muddle | 
"of the Fear 1781, in order to guard againſt their becoming 
-: lat on tht Company, as part of my eſtate, in the event o 


mas then entering. 

This; Sir, is the plain hiſtory. of the tranſQign.. A ſhould -- 
be athamed to requeſt that you would communicate it tg. the 
- honourable Court of Directors, whoſe time is too valuable for 
the intruſion of a ſubject fo unintereſting, but thatyir is bes 
come a point of indiſpenſable duty; I muſt. therefore reque 
-thefavourof you to lay it, at a convenient time, before x6 dave Of 
In addrefling it to you perſonally, I yield to my own feelings 
_ of the reſpect which is due to them as a body, and to the 0 
ſurances which I derive from your experienced DN tha 
© ou wil. ingly overlook the trouble nnpoſed by i it. 3 N 
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X="TYour r very humble 5 „ 
moſt obedient- reine 7 5 


(Signed = WARREN HASTI 
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A authentic Copy of th ARTICLFS of CHARGE of HIGH 
2£X CRIMES MISDEMEANORS wgdinit WARREN 
"i HASTINGS, 705 late Governor General of BANOAL; prefented 


ommons upon the 4th of April, 2786, __ WI e 


allo, to report to the Houſe hat may be expected to be me annuil EN 
pt of rhe taid Income. ag) Expenditure in future. 


4 bi, important Report contains an authentic e of 
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